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REVEREND SIR, 

E AL believers in the Lord, have 
at length learned cordially to love 
each other, though of different opinions 
reſpecting church- government, and the 
mode of carrying on divine worſhip. In 
theſe points, conformity or non-confor- 
mity can never be eſſential to the chriſtian 
character. And 1 may affirm, that who- 
ever is acquainted with the lives and la- 
bours of many difſenting paſtors, muſt 
either feel high veneration for their names, 
and rejoice in their ſucceſs; or be devoured 
by a prepoſterous horrible R to his 

own way. 
Thus much it was neceſſary to premiſe, 
leſt this examination of your Addreſs, ſhould 
be repreſented as having any thing to do 
with the points in difference between the 
church of England and diſſenters at large. 
No: quite the contrary ; inſtead of mat- 
ters, which have been debated between 
them, your Addreſs with the preface to it, 
attacks what all the churches of Chriſt 
agree in; your infinuations evidently 
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ſtrike at what is moſt dear to every diſſenter, 
as well as every conformiſt, who holds the 


faith once delivered to the ſaints. In proof 


of this, the requeſt even of diſſenters them- 
ſelves has concurred, I can aſſure the reader, 
with the duty of my office, to engage me 


in the examination of your work. This, 


for many months I hoped, would have 
been done in a much better manner than 
the preſent, by ſome able diffenting mini- 
ſter. But leſt entire ſilence ſhould paſs, as 


many would have it, for inability to refute 


your mere affortions, J have taken this 
taſk upon myſelf. I have remarked page 
by page on the ſeveral extraordinary poſi- 
tions, advanced in your preface to the Free 
Addreſs, and in the treatiſe itſelf. And if 
this ts done with ſome boldneſs and warmth, 
zs there not a cauſe? have you not {truck at 
the only foundation of the chriſtian's 


hope? have you not ſneered at and reviled, 


what he would ſacrifice his very life to 
maintain ? what he prizes infinitely, from 


a conſtant experience of its incomparable 


excellence? And ſhall it not be lawful for 
thoſe who believe in the name of Jeſus, 
as their Lord and Gop, with a becoming 
indignation to expoſe the adverſaries to the 
truth, who take the liberty to revile it? 
With no other view I proceed to the work 

before me. 
I muſt begin with your ide page, ſince 
even this breathes the ſame unwholeſome 
ſavour 


3 


3 


6 as the book itſelf. For, to the ſur- 


prize and grief, I dare affirm, of every 


reader, not deeply tinctured with Gs : 
thinking, we fee here a ſentence of Latin 


from an atheiſtical poet, prefixed to a trea- 
tiſe on the Lord's ſupper. 


& Quantum eft in rebus inane *.” 
A ſentence, which you lead us to con- 


ſtrue thus, 


Much ado about nothing. = 
For if, as you ſay, p. 62. 2d edit. you 


would not © be underitood to cenſure any 


&© man, or body of men, who do not think 


« the Lord's ſupper any inſtitution of 


« Chriſt;” this muſt be on ſuppoſition that 
it is no poſitive command, binding every 
profeſſed chriſtian. What then ſignihes the 
Free Addreſs, or any thing ever ſaid or 
written about a matter, which all, if they 


e. may totally reject, without a fault ? 


3. 4. you cenſure all the reformers 
from popery, for © ſtopping ſhorttoo ſoon.” 
But you do not tell us, in whoſe judgment 
too foon. We very well know, there have 
been certain choice ſpirits in every age, 
(and in their own eyes, unqueſtionably the 


propereſt of all men living for the work 


of reformation,) who would think it ſtopt 


* In the firſt edition of the addreſs, the doctor's motto 
was quoted from its original author, Lucretius, a chief 
of the ſect of the Epricurcarns ; the ſect which encoun- 
tered St. Paul, at Athens. Probably, being told that this 
was rather too barefaced, the doctor quotes it in his 


tecond edition, from Per, hr 776, the ſtoic. 
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$1 
ſhort, if a ſingle article of the chriſtian re- 
ligion remained, to which, even a Maho- 
metan would not agree. Theſe audacious 
quacks in divinity, would not reform, but 
deftroy. Had you, fir, fixed the ſtandard of 
truth, and then proved how much ſhort of 


this all the reformers from popery ſtopt ; 
we ſhould have been able to have judged 


better, how far theſe worthies deſerved 
your cenſure. 

You again blame all the reformers from 
popery, for departing too far from the 
« principles on which they ſet out.“ But 
you blame them, I apprehend, much more 
for the contrariety of their principles to 


the tribe of free enquirers, than for any in- 


conſiſtency with themſelves. At leaſt, you 
ſhould have ſpecified what theſe principles 
were; becauſe many readers muſt need that 
information. Had you done this, it muſt 
have appeared, that the one grand princi- 
ple, on which they all ſet out, and in which 
they all agreed, was, that the books of 
ce the Old and New Teſtament, were inſpired 
« of Gop; the only ſources of divine 
« truth; infallible in all things; in mat- 
« ters, the knowledge of which is neceſ- 


« fary to ſalvation, full, clear, and com- 


« plete; and alſo, that they are to be ex- 
„ plained by themſelves, and Nor by the 


_* dictates of human reaſon,” Moſbeim, vol. 


ii. p. 202. 
What 


1 


What authority, then, have you, ſir, in 
contradiction to ſo faithful an hiſtorian, in 
contradiction to their own ſolemn, re- 
peated declarations, to charge the reform- 

ers with a departure from this principle, 
to which the reformation owed its progreſs 
and eſtabliſhment? 

At leaſt, you ought to have inſtanced, 
when and where the reformers ceaſed to 
maintain, that Gop's own word, was the 
ſole touchſtone of religious truth, from 
which there lay no appeal. 

If you reply, your charge againſt the re- 
formers is not for departing from that 
grand principle, v2. that the ſcripture is 
the ſole ſtandard of religious truth; but 
for © reſtricting by their creeds, articles, 
&. that freedom of enquiry, for which 
e they had been ſuch ſtrenuous advocates 
«© when it ſuited their own purpole :” 

To this I anſwer, that the only cauſe in 
which the reformers embarked, and the 
only purpcſe they laboured to accompliſh, 
was to reſtore ſcripture to the throne, long 
uſurped by the doctrines and command- 
ments of men; and thus at once to aboliſh 
the abominations of popery. In their diſ- 
courſes, writings, and labours, this was 
their ſingle view; and in many places they 
ſucceeded to an amazing degree. Whilſt 
by unanimouſly maintaining, nothing ought 
fo be believed as the truth of GoD, which 
could not be ' proved rom holy writ; they left 

B 3 aa way 
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a way open for every ſuture diſcovery, to 
be received upon the teſtimony of revela- 
tion, inſtead of denying poſterity the ne- 
ceſſary means of further reformation, as 
you unjuſtly charge them with doing. 

But, as ſtrenuous advocates for free en- 
quiry, in the ſenſe that phraſe is now un- 
derſtood, they never embarked at all; 
though you affirm it. They had wiſdom 
enough to diſtinguiſh re e Bes- and 
licentiouſneſs of thinking. They refuſed 
to call any man maſter, for this glorious 
reaſon, N. B. becauſe they had one maſter, 
even Chrift. At his feet they ſat as little 
children, to receive his zp/e dixit; not to 
call in queſtion any thing he taught, be- 
cauſe in the mode of its exiſtence, incom- 
prehenſible, or contray to their precon- 
ceived notions of fitneſs and truth ; but to 
have their whole judgment in divine things, 
formed by his declarations, 

P. 5. Thoſe great men, (the reform- 
« ers) were fully ſenſible of certain abuſes, 
* and of a certain number only.” Was 
there no truth, then, with which the er- 
rors were intermixed in popery ? was every 
thing wrong, and to be rooted up, and the 
abuſes abſolutely without number? Thoſe 
which conſtitute the body of popery, the 
reformers perceived, and alſo aboliſhed. 
Image-worſhip, prayer to ſaints, purga- 
tory, tranſubſtantiation, the doctrine of 
the maſs, the merit of works, the ſupre- 

macy 
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macy and infallibility of the pope and of 
the councils, the monaſtic life, the celi- 
bacy of the clergy, and the ſecreting from 
the people the Bible: all theſe abuſes were 
put an end to by the reformers. But how 
very imperfect was all this? fay free enqui- 
rers: this was ſcarce half way; only pul- 
ling off the tawdry, fantaſtic, fringes upon 
the coat. To reform to purpoſe, they 
| ſhould have caſhiered the whole fyſkem of 
_ divinity, which was in the church, before 
the pope of Rome had a being; and which 
appears in the Bible as its crown of glory, 
and projects as the chief object in the 
whole edifice. For the doctrine of ori- 
ginal fin, of the atonement, of the trinity 
in unity, of juſtification by faith, and of the 
energy of grace; are worſe than moſt of 
the rubbiſh of popiſh ſuperſtition, in the 
judgment of free enquirers. When this 
is proved, the Bible itſelf will need a tho- 

rough reformation, as much as the church 
of Rome. Whilſt you ſo unjuſtly reflect 
upon the reformers, you imagine ample 
amends are made, by exalting the frater- 
nity of free enquirers. For, though you 
call the reformers great men, yet you con- 
clude them, educated as they were, and juſt 
emerged from popiſh darkneſs, incapable 
of extricating themſelves from many groſs 
corruptions; conſequently but ſorry re- 
formers at the beſt. Whereas modern 

free enquirers, through a liberal way of 
| - | thinking, 


thinking, never poſſeſſed by any but them- 
ſelves, and an exact inveſtigation of truth 
without prejudice for any ſyſtem revealed 
or not, are the only judges, you would have 
the world believe, of what ought to paſs 
for pure chriſtianity. 

Delicious flattery indeed! and of great 
ſervice to your cauſe! for by this ſleight of 
hand, a cloud of witneiles directly againſt 
you, are all put under the hatches. You 
are the only rational party; and a novice 
who belongs to you, ſtands on ſuch high 
ground, that he can look down upon all 
the reformers, as a parcel of old fools. In 
fact, free enquirers conſtantly dwell on this 
ſelf- exalting idea, till they are bloated 
with conceit of their own rare abilities, as 
the only connoiſſeurs in religion. 

Let this matter, then, be en, 
examined. Weigh in the ſcales together, 
the reformers, and their determined ad- 
verſaries, our free enquirers; then let 
common ſenſe determine, which of the 
two appear qualified to judge, or worthy 
of regard in matters of religion. 

The reformers were confeſſedly indefa- 
tigable in ſtudying the word of Gop, and 
in prayer for the ſpirit of revelation in the 
. knowledge of it. To this, as their infallible 
authority, they appealed in all their wri- 
tings and documents, as pleaders at the 
bar do to the ſtatute book; they flamed 
with zeal for its honor, and prized it far 
above 
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above life itſelf, Whoever would be ſaved, 
it was neceſſary, they maintained, he 
ſhould believe the doctrines therein con- 
tained; and him they pronounced accurſed 
of Gop, who dared to reject them, be his 
moral character, in other reſpects, ever ſg 
brilliant. In demonſtration of their own 
faithful reception of the Bible, they jeo- 
parded their lives for the faith it delivers, 
and many of them would not accept de- 
liverance at the price of renouncing this 
faith, but ſtood forth in the very flames, . 
triumphant witneſſes to its truth and 
power. To which we may add, through 
all their intenſe labours, their whole aim 
was to make the evil of fin felt, Gop's 
eternal law revered, and his ſalvation ap- 
pear in its glory. In conſequence of 
which, their ſucceſs was ſuch as has never 
been equalled ſince. By them, multitudes, 


which no man can number, were not only 


turned from popiſh idolatry, but from 


ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, to the 


pure worſhip of Gop almighty, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. | 
Let theſe particulars, all of them noto- 
rious, be conſidered, and then ſay, who, 


if not theſe ſtrenuous, ſelf-denied, mar- 


tyred advocates for the Bible, ſhall be re- 
garded as moſt advantageouſly circumſtanced, 
to know the mind of Gop in it? To whom, 
if not to ſuch, can we conceive Gop 
v ould vouchſafe this knowledge, ey | 
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doctrine of importance hard to diſcover? 
Who, of all the ſons of men are we to be- 
lieve, are preſerved by the Father of lights, 
from hurtful error, if thoſe were ſuffered 


to believe a lie, who conſtantly ſtudied his 
word, with fervent prayer to underſtand it 


aright, till, in defence of its truth, they 
gave their bodies to be burnt ? 
See, on the other hand, what a perfect 


contraſt to thoſe men of Gov, our free en- 
qꝗuirers form! They rely upon the force of 
the human underſtanding to inveſtigate 


truth, not on divine teaching. They con- 


fide more in debate, where ſophiſtry can 


ule all its arts, than in humble prayer; at 
leaſt, they are always loud and violent in 
pleading for the former; about the efficacy 
of the latter, ſilent as death. Concerning 


inſpiration itſelf, -they are very doubtful; 


regarding ſome parts of the Bible as of ſuſ- 
picious authority ; and with reſpect to the 


whole, inſiſt on a right to reject whatever 


appears to them unreaſonable, be the words 
which affirm it ever ſo plain. To enforce 
virtue, they uſe moral arguments, not the 
command of the almighty; its own natu- 


ral advantages, not his expreſs promiſes. 


To deter from vice, they urge its preſent 


evil effects upon men's worldly intereſts; 
very faintly, and very ſeldom, the wrath to 
come. Perfectly reſembling the heathen, 


who held an intercommunity in the wor- 
ſhip of their Bos deities, free enqui- 
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rers maintain the innocence of error; that 
men may think as they pleaſe, may believe 
the creed of chriſtians to be truths from 
heaven, or lies from hell; yet be in a ſtate 
equally ſafe and good; or moral character 
is all. They dwell on the branches of na- 

tural e not the peculiar articles of 

revealed. Sin, the eternal law, and God 
the ſaviour from its curſe; theſe grand 


ſubjects of holy writ, are ſadly neglected, 


for harrangues on man's innate love of 
virtue, and moral rectitude. They ſpeak 
great ſwelling words of man's power and 
excellencies, though unenlightened and 
unrenewed; but not a word is heard from 
them, of the ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 
things, which are through grace and faith, 
the portion of real chriſtians. Inſtead of 


ſtrenuouſly oppoſing the world, and vigo- 


rouſly attacking the vaſſals of pride, am- 
bition, and avarice, who aſſume the name 
of chriſtians; they give them no moleſta- 
tion. And in what ſociety of the free en- 
quiring ſtamp is it found, that their do- 
cuments have the ſucceſs promiſed to the 
preaching of the truth? Where are the lewd 
made chaſte; the prophane, pious; the 
paſſionate, meek; or the niggard, bounti- 
ful; when the doctrines of the reformation 
are diſcarded ? 

Let theſe particulars, the laſt of which 


is notorious, and of the reſt, proofs a- 


bound in their own writings, be fully 
| " NR con- 
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conſidered, and then let common ſenſe 
judge, whether a more impudent va- 


nity can be conceived, than for free en- 


quirers, of all people in the world, to ex- 


alt themſelves above the reformers, in 
matters of a religious nature? Yea, we may 


ſafely venture to ſay, whoever can read his 
Bible with underſtanding, muſt conclude, 


that the reformers poſſeſſed on the one 
hand, all the qualities, and gave all the 


proofs, which mark the men to whom the 


bleſſed Gop declares he will reveal his 


truth; and on the other, that free enqui- 


rers bear, ſtamped on their very forehead, 
the features of thoſe, who in ſcripture are 
called diſputers of this world, wiſe in their 
own eyes, and prudent in their own fight. 
Let theſe particulars be conſidered, and it 
will appear too plain, that free enquirers 
keep out of ſight, what revelation makes 
capital; and by urging an earth-born 
feeble ſyſtem of their own, open the way, in 


due time, for a barefaced revolt from the 
authority of all revealed religion. 


Having detracted much from the cha- 
racer of the reformers, no marvel you treat 
very contemptuouſly, thoſe who ſtill ad- 
here to their faith. Accordingly, p. 6. you 
ſpeak of us, as content, with the herd of 
* mankind, to be juſt as wiſe as our pa- 
te rents and inſtructors were before us; ac- 

« quieſcing in a ſyſtem, (obnoxious term!) 
* handed down from our anceſtors.” 

9 Now 


T2 

Now this ſame ſyſtem is either agree- 
able to the ſcripture, or contrary; if the 
latter, you ſhould have proved that the 
proteſtant religion, in its chief articles, is 
not one whit leſs a contradiction to truth, 
than popery. Such faithful dealing would 
have great merit amongſt your own ſort of 
chriſtians, and perhaps might have done 
much to divorce us from old opmzons ; againſt 
which, were it only becauſe they are ola, 
you ſeem to breathe nothing but vengeance. 
But if this ſyſtem, handed down to us by 
our anceſtors, be agreeable to ſcripture; 
ſurely, fir, it is not one jot the worſe, no 
more than Magna Charta for being old; no, 
nor for being the religion of the herd 
« of mankind:” a religion, which, like 
the Gop of heaven, regards not the rich 
above the poor, nor the learned above the 
peaſant; but by one and the ſame truth, 
received with a contrite ſpirit, makes all 
happy, and faves all who poſſeſs it. 

Againſt your projected plans of improve- 
ment (in the chriſtian religion, you would 
have it thought) we who adhere to the 
ſyſtem of the reformers, „have nothing, 
«« you ſay, to object, but what has been 
« long ago urged againſt the fimilar at- 
ce tempts of thoſe very perſons, on whoſe 
8 2 we ourſelves build our faith.” 

6, | 
- The attempts of free enquirers are not 
ſimilar to thoſe of the reformers; becauſe 


their 
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their whole aim, was to eſtabliſh tlie Bible 
in uncontroulable authority: that of free 
enquirers, tends to render it ſuſpected, as 
a book uninſpired; or contemptible, as one 
not neceſſary to be received, in order to 
falvation. Thoſe holy men, happy them- 
ſelves in the knowledge of Chriſt crucified, 

burnt with indignation to fee his divine 
perſon and atonement blaſphemed by the 
tenets of popery, and fell a ſacrifice to 
maintain his glory. Free enquirers, jea- 
lous, as they would be thought, of honour- 
ing what they call the Supreme Being; 


attempt to eſtabliſh a religion in which 


there is no atonement, no redeemer, no ne- 
They, from real love to Gop, 
attempted to explode the opus operatum in 
every form; the proud pretences of de- 
cency and external righteouſneſs, by urg- 
ing the neceſſity of a new life, of which 
the author and giver is the Holy Ghoſt. 

Free enquirers attempt to explode this on 
vital religion, by branding it with the 
names of enthuſiaſm, fanaticiſm, and ma- 
chinery. They had a ze plus ultra in their 


aim, vig. to reſtore the apoſtolic faith; you 


attempt improvements in the true ſpirit 
of a viſionary. You have your ne plus ultra 
ſomewhere, p. 5. but whether it be at all 
ſhort of abſolute deiſm, who can tell? In 
a word, unleſs endeavouring to over/hrow 
ſcripture doctrine, and oppoſing the cor- 


| 7 uptiong 
* See Dr. Pri:/ily's Catechiſm, 


3 
ruptions of the church of Rome, be ſimilar 
attempts, there is not a word of truth in 
your aflertion, that © we have no argu- 
% ments againſt the attempts of free en- 

«« quirers, but what might be pleaded a- 
5 gainſt the reformers.” 

In the latter clauſe of this ſentence, you 
do us, who adhere to the ſyſtem of the re- 
formers, the honour of ſuppoſing we build 
our faith on their authority. But why ſo? 
If through prayer and diligent ſtudy of the 
{cripture, determined to receive its dictates 
with implicit faith, we lee all the import- 
ant tenets they held, written there as with 
a ſun- beam; do not we build as much 
upon the Bible, as the reformers them- 
ſelves? Was it affirmed (as poſſibly it may} 
that all Dr. Prieſily's enlarged way of 
thinking, 1s only retailed from Toland, 
Tindal, and ſome more recent enemies to 
creeds; that he only copies from theſe 
maſters, who were for reducing all faith 
to one ſingle article, as the ſureſt way to 
fink revealed religion down to mere deiſm: 
was this affirmed, you would reply, no; 
by no means. Thinking for yourſelf, 
without any biaſs upon your judgment, as 
they did, you was led to adopt their ſenti- 
ments, which for that reaſon, you call 
your own. In fact, fir, however you may 
imagine that we who are 9r7/9dox, can be- 
leve without proof; we {corn to admit a 
ſingle article in religion deſtitute of evi- 

dence, 
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dence, much more than many do, who 


breathe defiance againſt all eſtabliſhed ſyſ- 
tems. But then here is the very import- 


ant difference between us: Our irreſiſtible 
proof lies in paſſages of holy writ, clear, 
expreſs, repeated, and connected with each 
other; paſſages, which either muſt be un- 
derſtood in the very ſenſe we maintain, or. 
the natural impreſſion of the terms muſt be 
quite deſtroyed: ſubmitting to be deter- 
mined by this evidence, our reaſon ſtill has 
its juſt province, and the word of Gop its 


due glory. 


But ſo far from this ſubmiſſion, you ad- 


viſe, p. 7. that every ſubject of religion, 


« ſhould be treated as we would do thoſe 


« of philoſophy.” _ 


Surely, not with as little reverence, or 
conſciouſneſs of the diſproportion our fa- 
culties bear to the ſacred ſubject, as in mat- 
ters which are the object of ſenſe : ſurely, 
not with expectation that the capital doc- 
trines in the religion of Jeſus, are ever to 
be ſet aſide by new diſcoveries, as one ſy- 
ſtem of philoſophy explodes another ; ſince 
the whole council of Gop is laid open in 
all points of moment, and is unchangeable 
as himſelf.—Or, would you for every reli- 
gious truth, require, as in mathematicks, 
evidence {ſtrictly demonſtrative? but if to 
treat ſubjects of religion, as thoſe in phi- 
2D, are treated in any of theſe ways, 

e evidently abſurd, in what other way, I 
would aſk, can it be done ? In 


1 

In the ſame page you call upon men * to 
think for themſelves, and freely canvaſs, 

0 in open daylight, every opinion.” But 
by what ſtandard is any opinion to be tried? 
To what muſt we appeal, as deciſive in our 

_ diſputes ? Will you allow the written word 
of Gop to be ſo? Certainly it muſt, or it 
can never anſwer the end of a revelation; 
the very end, which it declares itſelf ſuffi- 
cient to anſwer. If you allow this, the 
next ſtep is abſolutely indiſputable; viz. 
that every one who wavers in his mind 
about divine truths, muſt a/# for wiſdom, 
muſt pray for the Holy Ghoſt, the ſpirit of 
truth. This, with conſtant meditation on 
the ſcripfure, is the only certain way of ob- 
taining a knowledge of the meaning of 
the words of truth. But in negle& of 
this, to have recourſe to diſputes amongſt 
men, not of a very devout turn; is to give 
up ourſelves in the iſſue to ſcepticiſm, as 
deſtructive an enemy to the ſoul, as abſo- 
lute infidelity, if they muſt be diſtinguiſhed. 
For, if even a fool can aſk many queſtions, 
which a wiſe man cannot anſwer; what 
difficulties may not a man of parts, full of 
pride, ſubtlety, and malice againſt the faith 
of Chriſt, ſtart to bewilder and diſtract the 
mind? Yet, baneful as this method is, it 
has already been fully tried. For, by opi- 
nions you muſt here mean, what you are 
pleaſed to call the reputed doctrines of. 
chriſtianity. Now what new method of at- 
„5 _—_ - 


3 
tack can be deviſed againſt theſe? As far as 
ſophiſtry, aided by keen ridicule, and bare- 
faced ſlander, can carry it; Arians, Socini- 
ans, and Deiſts, have all ſpoken, and writ- 
0 for themſelves with all imaginable 
reedom, from Toland down to Bolingbroke, 
and the writer of the Hiſtory of the Man af= 
ter Gop's own Heart, 

The ſucceſs, indeed, of ſuch a canvaſs 
appears to have been ſomewhat different 
from what you teach us to expect: * For 
« it will be eaſy, you obſerve, to ſee on 
& which ſide the truth lies.” You ſhould 
have added, unleſs baſe paſſions blind men. 
But when zruth prohibits all ſinful indul- 
gencies, and falſhood allows many; when 
truth demands abſolute ſubmiſſion to Gop, 
and falſehood leaves us our own maſters; 
when truth's faithful mirror repreſents 
men vile and ſinful to themſelves, but 
falſehood juſt and honourable ; when truth 
urges authority requiring to be received 
upon the bare word of the revealer, and 
falſehood encourages the impudent reply; 
where myſtery begins, there religion ends; 
© Rejudge your maker, be the Gop of Gop :” 
In all theſe caſes, it is very eaſy to ſee, on 
which fide, if left to themſelves, the mil- 
lion will think truth lies. Doubtleſs on the 
fide favourable to their maſter-paſſion, be 
it ever ſo deteſtable. 

P. 8. You ſpeak as if you was in ſome 
concern for chriſtianity ; for thus you 4 
ceed. * 


4 


"= 0-3 

Its preſent ſtate appears critical and ve 
much requiring to be looked into by all 
ce jts real friends and fincere advocates; 
« ſince men of good ſenſe and cultivated 
minds, of reading, reflection, and he 
& moſt irreproachable conduct in life, con- 
« ceive a prejudice againſt the whole 
« ſcheme, and become avowed infidels, 
on account of the many things which 
are evidently abſurd, you ſay, in the pre- 
« vailing tenets of the far greater part of 
* chriſtians, and which things do not be- 
long to their religion.” 

How unkind was it, not to mention ex- 
preſsly, every one of theſe things! How 
unbecoming the greatneſs of your zeal for 
purechriſtianity ! There was, indeed, a ne- 
ceſſity for your being quite explicit, on this 
intereſting point: becauſe, i if all, you call 
_ ſuppoſed parts of chriſtianity, and which 
in the eyes of many are evidently abſurd, 
mult be given up; we ſhall be at a loſs to 
know what you will allow to ſtand in our 
Bibles. For in the eyes of Arians, men of 
good ſenſe, reflection, &c. the proper di- 
vinity of Chriſt is evidently abſurd. In the 
eyes of all Socinians, men of good ſenſe, &c. 
atonement by the blood of Chriſt is evi- 
dently abſurd; the perſonality of the Holy 
Ghok, and his agency in producing the 
fruits of righteouſneſs; original fin, juſti- 
fication by faith, and eternal puniſhment 
for fin. Now, if you give up every one of 
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theſe doctrines, as not belonging to the re- 
ligion of Jeſus, I grant, great multitudes . 
will ceaſe any longer to be offended at it. 
Only this unlucky conſequence muſt fol- 
low, all difference between chriſtians and 


infidels will vaniſh; or at moſt, the differ- 


ence muſt conſiſt in this alone; infidels may 
vilify Jeſus as an impoſtor, whilſt theſe 


upſtart chriſtians, formed after your model, 


will regard him as a man employed by 
Gop to republiſh the law of nature; to be 
an example of virtue; to aſcertain a reſur- 
rection, and perhaps to be the judge of the 
world. But if the religion of Jeſus really 
contains no more than theſe things, I muſt 
go over with thouſands, and tens of thou- 
ſands, to the infidels, as the only men of 
reaſon. Becauſe, on ſuppoſition that all the 
myſterious doctrines, relating to the fall 
and the redemption of man, the perſon 


and the work of Chriſt, are caſhiered as 


inſufferable abſurdities; the Bible itſelf, 
we muſt ſay with them, is an heap of im- 
pious nonſenſe. For it ſpeaks, we muſt 
affirm, of a MAN, who calls himſelf Gop; 
who is ſo called by the prophets and apoſ- 
tles; who, in that quality receives wor- 
ſhip, without being ſo really. It ſpeaks 
of an atonement for ſin to the juſtice of 


 Gop, in the plaineſt words, when there 


is no ſuch thing. It ſpeaks of the redemp- 


tion of man, as a fact, in which the depths 


of all JExovan's councils, the heights of 
all 


1 
all his grace, and the brighteſt manifeſta- 
tion of his glory, are to be ſeen; when 
man ſtood in need of no redemption, being 
naturally no more in captivity than the an- 
gels in heaven, nor any more under the 
curſe of a broken law. It ſpeaks of ſuper- 
natural light and power, and a divine righ- 
teouſneſs, as all abſolutely needful to con- 
cur in the ſalvation of man; when his na- 
tural reaſon and moral powers, duly cul- 
tivated and properly exerted, are infallible 
guides to truth, and future happineſs. It 


ſpeaks of incomparable bleſſings, with 
- which the church of Chriſt is bleſſed, 


through faith in his name, and of a myſti- 


cal union between himſelf and his mem- 
bers. All theſe things, infidels will ſay, 


are taught conſtantly by prophets, apoſ- 
tles, and Jeſus himſelf; nay, the peculiar 
tempers of chriſtians are enforced by theſe 
very conſiderations, (all which muſt be 


_ confeſſed) when, according to their ſcheme 


who reject the orthodox doctrines, there 
are no realities in being, to anſwer to ſuch 
expreſſions; nor, conſequently, to Jann 
the uſe of them. 

Now, if it be reaſonable to reject the 
myſterious doctrines, as not belonging to 
the religion of Jeſus, becauſe not conſo- 


nant with our preconceived ideas of truth 


and fitneſs; how much more reaſonable to 
reject at once the whole Bible, as a book 
full of enthuſiaſtic jargon? Can that book 
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be from Gon, and deſigned for the poor 
amongſt the people, who underſtand only 
the eaſieſt figures of ſpeech, which abounds 
with expreſſions unintelligible, till wire- 
drawn to ſpeak a ſenſe quite different rom 
their import, if they have any meaning! 
Yet is this undeniably the caſe, in all + 
inſpired writings, upon your principles ; 
and more abundantly in the books of 
T/aiah, Jehn, and Paul. And I challenge you 
to find out a book in any language, ſo de- 
ſpicably written, as is God's moſt holy 
word, if thoſe doctrines which appear evi- 
dently abſurd in the eyes of free enquirers, 
are not contained in it; are not its princi- 
pal glory. With ſuch inimitable {kill is the 
ſcripture penned, that no ſooner are theſe 
things denied, than the whole phraſeology 
of the book becomes intricate and unnatu- 
ral to the laſt degree. No ſooner are theſe 
things denied, than the ſcripture, not only 
ceaſes to bear the impreſs of inſpiration, 
but even ſinks below the writings of a man 
of ſenſe. For what man of ſenſe would not 
think it a reproach to his underſtanding, 
to be the author of a book, which no bet- 
ter explained his own meaning, than the 
will of Gop is explained in ſcripture, on 
the Socinian ſcheme ?* With ſuch adorable 
wiſdom 


* 'The reader may ſee this aſſertion demonſtrated i in 
Mr. „ adie's zd volume of his Traite de la verite de la 
Keli gion chretienne, A book in the higheſt form for repu- 
tation 


. 
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wiſdom is ſcripture inlayed with theſe 
doctrines ſo obnoxious to the ſons of pride, 
that without violently breaking it all to 
pieces, you cannot ſeparate them, even 
from its practical precepts. So that your 


propoſal tor preventing the growth of infi- 


delity, by giving up the offenſive doctrines, 
is adviſing us, in fact, to give up one half 
of chriſtianity, which muſt neceſſarily and 
very ſoon, be followed by a denial of the 
wee. 4; 

I muſt obſerve further, it is a little un- 
fortunate, that you mention no other qua- 
lities in favour of your infidels, who ſtum- 
ble at apoſtolic chriſtianity, than ** good 
« ſenſe, reading, reflection, and a culti- 
cc yated mind.” For who need be told that 
theſe things, however excellent in their 
place, do by no means. make men compe- 


tent judges in matters of religion? Hiſtory 
| atteſts, that in all ages, men, who have 


been the admiration of the world for their 
parts, have been the chief of villains, and 


ſenſualized to the laſt degree. Conſtant ex- 


perience proves, there 1s a very rare con- 
nection between the abilities of the head, 
and any valuable tempers of the heart. 
And the infallible record declares, wiſe 
men, after the fleſh, are for the moſt part 


tation in all the proteſtant countries abroad ; a book, in 
which the horrid abſurdities of all, who under pretence 
of being more rational in religion, reject the council of 
God, are expoſed in a moſt maſterly manner, 
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determined enemies to the truth of Gov. 
Where is the wiſe? where 1s the diſputer of 
this world? hath not God made foohſh the 
wiſdom of this world? 1 Cor. i. 19, 20. 

Read, in the firſt chapter of the Romans, 
of the @xozoTes; ewai rope, and you will ſee 
ſatan's throne was erected then, as to this 


day it generally is, in the heads of the 
leaders in ſcience. 


But you add, indeed, afterwards, that 


many of theſe infidels are even of - the moſt 


* irreproachable conduct.“ By conduct, you 
mean, I conclude, the obſervance of all 
ſocial duties. Admitting the fact, has not 
as much been ſaid for avowed Athei/ts? 
Mr. Bayle, if I miſtake not, has endea- 
voured to prove, that Atheifts may be very 
good members of ſociety. Shall we, there- 


fore, pay a deference to the objections of 


theſe good men too, and model our religion 
to their taſte? 

But if, by © moſt irreproachable conduct,“ 
you mean to affirm, they are men of up- 
right minds, who would not take offence 
at any thing which is good; this your aſ- 
ſertion gives up all that the tribe of infidels 


can deſire, and ſtabs the Bible to the heart. 


For, if one man may be of an excellent 
character, though an infidel, on account of 
his moſt irreproachable conduct; millions, 
for the fame reaſon, may be ſo too: con- 
ſequently, though Gop has revealed his 
truth, accompanied with the evidence of 


prophecy 


. 

prophecy and miracles, the whole human 
race may treat it as a lie, yet remain excel- 
lent creatures; provided, in all ſocial rela- 
tions they behave well. Is this the way to 
ſtop the growth of infidelity, by commend- 
ing its diſciples? Is this the way of bring 
ing men to embrace the goſpel of Chriſt, 

by telling them, what very worthy men 
"_— it? 

Beſides, how will you purge yourſelf 
from the juſt charge of deiſm, if you al- 
low any infidel, (let the cauſe aſſigned be 
what it will) with the ſcripture before him, 
can be an honeſt man? The oracles of Gop 
brand them, one and all. Thoſe who have 
not faith, are unreaſonable and wicked men. 

2 Theſſ. iii. 2. If our goſpel be hid, it is hid 
to them that are loſt—whoſe eyes the Gop 
of this world has blinded, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
Every one that doetſi evil, hateth the light, 
1. e. Chriſt, as the whole context proves; 
neither cometh to the light, left his deeds 
ſhould be reproved. But h, that doeth truth, 
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be 
made manifeſt, that they are wrought in Gop. 
John iii. 20, 21. Though an infidel, 
therefore, may wear the faireſt exterior, 
as a father, huſband, relation, friend, and 
neighbour, and ſpeak with great reve- 
rence of the Supreme Being ; yet no ſooner 
can he declare his principles, than I am 


obliged as a chriſtian, to pronounce him a 
wiched 
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wicked man, a whited ſepulchre*, and in a 
ſtate of damnation: becauſe he that be- 
lieveth not, is condemned already, and the 
wrath of GoD abideth on him. Neither is 
this tranſgreſſing the rules of charity, or 
invading the prerogative of the great Judge. 
Since he himſelf has determined the cha- 


racter of the man, leſt very ſpecious ap- 


pearances ſhould deceive us, and both de- 
preciate and undermine his own revelation. 


A loud clamour againſt this bigotry will 


be raiſed by many; it 1s, nevertheleſs, ſuch 
bigotry by which the Bible itſelf muſt 


ſtand or fall. For, if men can once believe 


that an infidel, ſurrounded with the evi- 
dences of the chriſtian faith, can be a man 


* Leſt you ſhould violently exclaim againſt this doc- 
trine, as hot-brained orthodoxy in perfection; I beg 
leave to quote a paſlage out of one of your own favourites. 

The ſame perſons, who treat the chriſtian religion 
*« with ſo much ſcorn, will probably, ſome of them at 
6 leaſt, proſeſs a regard to natural religion, and it may 
* ſeem hard to queſtion their ſincerity. However, as 
« far as has occurred to my obſervation, there appears in 
% them, no love or fear of God; no confidence in him; 


„ no delight in meditating upon him; in praying to him, 
or praiſing him; no hope, or joy in a future ſtate: 


„Their hearts and treaſures are upon the earth; upon 


e ſenſual pleaſures, or vain amuſements, perhaps, of 


e philoſophy, or philology, purſued to paſs the time; 


upon honour or riches.” Hartley's Obſervations on Man. 
vol. II. p. 44 ns 


This gentleman had lived much in the world, and (as 


all perſons will, the more accurately they ſcan the matter) 
bears full teſtimony to the equity of pronouncing, what 
ſome are pleaſed to call, a very ſevere verdict, on a good 
ſort of people, who cannot believe in Chriſt. 
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of integrity before his Maker; they muſt 


deny many ſcriptures, which prerempto- 
rily aſcribe all infidelity to a deteſtable 
temper of heart, and to that only; and in 


compliment to the world's favourite max- 
ims, they muſt call that good, which Gop 


calls evil. Either, therefore, we muſt 
maintain, however it may ſhock ears diſ- 
affected to the Bible; that on no account 
whatever, can any man reje& this book, 
without diſcovering himſelf, % facto, to 
be an enemy to all goodneſs: or allow that 
the Bible, like the writings of other good 
men, may be in many things right, but 
in ome, quite wrang®....... 

P. 8,9. © It is apparent, you ſay, that 
ce the number of thoſe infidels, is daily in- 
« creaſing; and unleſs ſome remedy be 
ce applied, the nation will ſoon be divided 
into two claſſes of men, the thinking 
„ men, Infidels; (obſerve, the good word 
ce always is for them) and the unthinking, 
% Brgots.” 


* Dr. Prigſtley, in his Catechiſm for Children, and young 
Perſons, publiſhed in 1767, inſtead of teaching them, as 


was the old orthodox faſhion down from the apoſtles ; 


that all ſcripture was given by inſpiration of GOD; would 
have them eſteem it no more than a“ collection of books 
written by good men.” Catechiſm, p. 19. It muſt be con- 
feſſed, the itate of chriſtianity is critical indeed, when- 
ever public teachers and catechiſts, either do not them 
ſelves believe the Bible to be the word of the living Gop; 
or if they do, take care to ſpeak of it in no higher terms 
than many avowed deiſts would uſe. 
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Againſt this ruinous evil of deiſm, which 
every eye can ſee is like a torrent bearing 
all before it“, a very effeQtual remedy is 
at hand. Only do you and all miniſters, in 
and out of the eſtabliſhed church ; extol 
the Bible as God's ineſtimable gift, and 
dwell on its uncontrollable authority ; 
ſpeak of the nature, character, and office 
of Jeſus, in the ſame high terms the Bible 
conſtantly does; ſay as much as Jeſus him- 
ſelf warrants you te ſay, of the glorious 
effects which flow from faith in his name; 
charge men at their peril to deny, what 
they ſee in that holy book with their own 


eyes, from a pretence of its conveying diſ- 


honourable notions of the Deity, or being 
injurious to the practice of virtue. For 
Gop alone knows how to draw the cha- 

racer of Gop, and effectually ſecure a due 
regard to his own commands. Set your 


faces, to a man, as much againſt deiſm and 


all its abettors, as you do againſt the re- 
formers and all their adherents. 

Would all chriſtian miniſters, as their 
very name and office oblige them, thus op- 
poſe infidelity, and by their own laborious 
and holy lives, demonſtrate their full per- 
ſuaſion of the truths they preach, a glorious 
change muſt ſoon take place. Aged deiſts 
would have their preſumption ſhaken; 
young ones would be reclaimed; the wa- 


Thanks to modern divinity for foſtering the helliſh 
imp. 


vering 


By 


[ 29 J 
vering would be brought to embrace the 
faith, the Bible would be exalted, Chriſt 


_ glorified, the practice of righteouſneſs pre- 
_ vail, and Gop himlſelt be well-pleaſed. 


But how very different, alas! is the re- 
medy you preſcribe! Remedy, did I call it? 


more juſtly may it be ſtiled an Apology for 
infidels. 


P. 9. Let us then fit down to aſerious 
« and impartial examination of the objec- 
< tions of deiſts to chriſtianity ; and by no 
e means treat them with that contempt 


and inſolence, which they have too 
« often met with, and which they are very 


ce far from deſerving.” 


How much encouraged muſt the whole 
conclave of deiſts find themſelves, upon 


reading this paſſage! © Come on! methinks 


“ hear them ſay, one to another, what 
* a triumph ſhall we ſoon obtain over the 
* Galilean! Behold, even a Prieſt, nurtured 
in what was long the ſtricteſt ſect of the 
« Carpenter's religion, publiſhes to all the 
e world, that our cauſe has not yet had a 
« fair hearing! Even a Prieſt avows our ob- 
* jections have been laughed at with inſo- 


_ * lence, when they merited a ſerious refu- 


e tation. Even a PRIEST tells the world, 
there are on our part objections againſt 
« chriſtianity, which are very far from de- 
« ſerving contempt. Magna eſt veritas & 

* prevalebit.” Is this your way of ſtopping 
the * of N 
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But the aſſertion is not more unbecom- 


ing a friend to revelation, than utterly 


without ground. For not to mention wri- 
ters in the laſt century, Leſley, Abbadie, 
Stilling fleet, &c. &c. what can be con- 
ceived more fair, more ſerious, than But- 
ler's Analogy, Hartley's Evidences for Reve- 
lation, Newton's Diſſertations, Sharp's En- 
guiry, and Leland's View; with many more 


which the time would fail me but to name? 
Yet, as if all theſe had done nothing, we 


are no to begin, for the firſt time, to ſit 


down to a ſerious examination of the deiſts' 


quarrel againſt Chriſt. 

Again, their objections, you ſay, are, in 
the ſuperlative degree, very far from 
« deſerving the contempt, with which they 
ce have been treated.” The form of your 
expreſſion, very far, leads us to conclude 
you think them reaſonable. Is their denial 
of the miracles of Jeſus, very far from de- 
ſerving contempt? The firſt infidels, Few- 
iſb and Gentile, bitter as they were, dared 
not to deny them, you very well know, 
when with all imaginable caſe they could 
have made the forgery palpable, had there 
been any in the caſe. To queſtion, there- 
fore, theſe facts, at this time of day, 1s juſt 
the ſame as if a company of ſceptics, a 


thouſand years hence, ſhould queſtion, 


whether Charles the firit loſt his head on a 
ſcaffold, Would ſuch objections be very 


Or, 


Wb + 


„ 


1. 

Or, do you mean that the deiſts, in their 
objections againſt the do&rmes of Chriſt, 
are very far from deſerving contempt? 
Neither can this be allowed, till the au- 
thority of the revelation be ſet aſide, by 
diſproving the teſtimony of miracles, and 
prophecies, in its favour. For, to reject a 
book thus proved to be from Gop, becauſe 
the doctrines it contains are above our rea- 
ſon, is a glaring defiance of Gop. It is 
ſaying, I will not be dictated to, even by 
my Maker. He ſhall not require me to give 
him credit in any thing: I will ſee, and not 
believe. 

Does not ſuch language from a creature, 
and ſtill more from a finner, diſcover the 
utmoſt contempt and abhorrence too? Eſ- 
pecially, ſince the great Revealer himſelf 
has precluded every objection, which can 
be urged againſt the myſterious nature of 
his doctrines, by declaring, that except we 
become as little children, who can learn 
only by implicit faith in their teacher, we 
cannot be his diſciples: and by thanking 
his heavenly Father, for revealing the goſ- 
pel to ſuch babes, not to the wiſe and pru- 
dent, who, in the ſtrict ſenſe of the word, 
will Helieve nothing. 

Indeed, were not thoſe very doctrines in 
the Bible, (I particularly mean the Deity of 
Chriſt, and his atonement) which ſo much 
offend you and avowed infidels; this would 
be an argument againſt it abſolutely unan- 

[werable. 
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ſwerable. For what man, in his ſenſes, 


could ever believe that book was from Gop, 
which diſcovered nothing more to him 


than he knew from the light of nature, or 
might have known from the right uſe of 
his own faculties? That book; which in 
the nature of the facts it records, the doc- 
trines it reveals, and the obedience it en- 


joins; bore no impreſs of the incompre- 

henſible Majeſty who inſpired it. 
I would further remark, that to allow 

objections againſt the religion of Jeſus, on 


account of its doctrines claſhing with our 


preconceived ideas of fitneſs, reaſonable at 


all; at once vacates the authority of ſcrip- 


ture, any farther than we are in the hu- 
mour to receive it. For one thing in it ap- 


pears unreaſonable to is ſet of men, to 


that another, and fo on in infinitum; not 
only with reſpect to its doctrines, but alſo 


its facts and precepts. This conſequence 
is ſo certain, that a man no ſooner com- 
mences a free enquirer, than to indemnify 
himſelf in his own eyes, for whatever im- 


pious opinions he may hereafter entertain; 


he is forced to hold, as you do, p 65. That 


vital and practical religion is the only 


« thing fundamental “.“ 


The doctor ſhould have faid, eſſential: becauſe pro- 
perly ſpeaking, nothing can be fundamental which does 
not ſerve as a baſe to ſome ſuperſtructure. But if vital, 
practical religion, 1s the only thing fundamental, it is 
{undamental to ſupport nothing of any importance; 1. e. 
it is not fundamental at all, 


A very 


ST» 


A very honourable ſort of capitulation 
this, for the liberty of introducing opi- 
nions, which the Holy Ghoſt calls damn- 


able herefies! A fine encouragement to treat 
with what contempt we pleaſe, the ſayings 
of Chriſt ! fully confident he regards not 


what doctrines we believe, nothing more 


than our behaviour to our fellow-creatures. 


But even allowing, what is far from 
truth, that religious principles are to paſs 
for nothing, and practice be accounted the 
whole; yet if it be a life and practice con- 
formable to the precepts of Jeſus, which 
are acceptable to Gop; this can never be 
maintained without his doctrines are cor- 
dially believed. Becauſe the doctrines pro- 
duce the practice, as the fine ſunny climate 
does the delicious fruits which grow there, 
Take that away, theſe of courſe ceaſe. 


For inſtance: The exerciſe of unlimited 
forgiveneſs, ſo ſtrictly enjoined by Chriſt, 


is required on this conviction in our own 
hearts, that our own offences againſt Gop 
infinitely exceed what can ever be com- 


mitted againſt ourſelves; whilſt we know, 


that for theſe very offences, and for us his 
enemies, Chriſt died. Take away either 
the ſcripture doctrine of man's ſinfulneſs, 


or the atonement made for it, and you take 


away that very truth urged in the ſeripture, 
to turn a heart, naturally vindictive, to love 
its bittereſt foe. In the ſame manner, the 
very exiſtence of * of Spirit, with all 
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its charming effects, is deſtroyed that mo- 
ment the ſcripture doctrine is denied; v2, 
that man, whilſt on earth, is in kimfolt a 
2 — depraved, and odious creature. 
magine men can acquire of themſelves, 
the - — of wiſdom, power, or righteouſ- 
neſs; you leave room for, ſelf-ſufficiency 
to advance its claims and holdi its dominion. 
And to mention no more, divine adoration 
of the Redeemer, and that ſupreme love due 
to him, in compariſon of which we are 
required to hate even our own lives, are 
founded upon the divinity of his perſon ; 
upon his loving the church, and giving 
himſelf for it. If, inſtead of this ſcripture 
doctrine, we imagine Chriſt is only a 
teacher ſent from Gop, our practice will 
fail; we ſhall cavil at and renounce, what 
18 peculiarly chriſtian. Becauſe, to pay 
Chriſt divine homage, to love him with ſu- 
preme affection, and to burn with apoſtolic 
zeal for his honour, will be, upon your 
ſcheme, a ſinful over- rating his excellency. 
From hence, then, it is evident, that 


upon the rejection of the doctrines of 
Chriſt, obedience to ſome of his ſpecial 


commands becomes impracticable, and to 


others highly impious: a conſequence 
really ſhocking, yet upon your principles 


unavoidable. In proof of this, we needonly 
open any of the writings of free enquirers. 
For though, Prometheus-like, they ſteal what 
little fire they have from heaven, we find 

7 in 


988 


L481 


in them "ſcarce à favour of chriſtianity ; : 


not a trace of the deteſtable properties of 


ſin; 'not a trace of evangelical humiliation 
for it; not a trace of that intenſe purifying 
love of Jeſus, which, like the blood in the 


human frame, flows through the whole 


body of ſcriptural religion. 
Could we, therefore, contentedly give up 


the ſtone of ſtumbling, the proper divinity 
of Chriſt, and the doctrine of atonement'; 


even this vaſt conceſſion would be no more 
than half way to an agreement with free 
enquirers. In order to be of one mind, we 
muſt be content to give up the meek, lowly 
tempers of a chriſtian; that is, the beauty 


and glory put upon him by the ſpirit of 
_ Gop, for the boaſtful, deteſtable tempers 


of a Phariſee, or a Stoic. 


Hence it appears, that the moſt plauſi- 
ble of all the arts uſed to make men drink 


in the poiſon of falſe doctrine, that is, 


that vital, practical religion is a/l,” let 
your creed be what it will; turns out, up- 


on a juſt examination, a ſtrong proof of the 


abſolute neceſſity of orthodox principles; 


ſince orthodox principles wy Can * 


chriſtian obedience. | 
P. 9, 10. It will be in vain, you ay, 
* to offer any vindication of our religion, 
&« till it be cleared of ſuch incumbrances, 
as would render any ſcheme indefenſible: 
* andlamrather apprehenſive, that the pre- 
ex Judices of the bulk of chriſtians, of pro- 
D 2 6 teſtants, 
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r teſtants, and even of the proteſtant diſ- 
« ſenters, in favour of vulgar errors, are 
*« ſo ſtrong, that the times are not yet quite 


© ripe for acompletely rational defence of 


6c chriſtianity,” 


Here again a great deal, Indeed, is inſi- 
nuated, but nothing poſitively affirmed. 
Why will you thus continually cover your- 
ſelf under ambiguous expreſſions and inu- 
endos, as if afraid to ſpeak out your own 
meaning? Tell us plainly what you call 
incumbrances to the religion of Jeſus, and 
what you call vulgar errors. We cannot 
but violently ſuſpe& you would ſay, (were 
not ſome purpoſes anſwered by this way of 
expreſſion) that you mean all the doctrines 
ſtyled orthodox: That you mean to reduce 


(chriſtianity to the taſte of free enquirers. 


Pardon our apprehenſions, then, in con- 
cluding, that when ever this completely 
rational defence you talk of appears, it will 
paſs only for a new edition of Chubd's True 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chri 

620 7 Jeu © 3 becauſe in 
the nature of things, as well as from fre- 
quent experiment, it appears, that only this 
alternative remains; either to maintain all 

the capital doctrines re-eſtabliſhed at the 

Reformation, or give up at once chriſtianity 
both name and thing. 

To do the latter is certainly a far more 
rational, honeſt, manly part, than to talk 


about any defence of chriſtianity, after 


cut- 


421 


ting off all that exalts it above the religion 
of a moral philoſopher: after cutting all 
this off as ** vulgar errors,” as an © in- 
* cumbrance which would render any 
« fcheme indefenſible.” 

«« The times, you obſerve, are not yet 

« quite ripe for this completely rational de- 
« fence.” In other words, the bulk of chriſ- 
tians have too high thoughts of their Gop 
and Saviour, to bear the Pu and in- 


jury done him, by this newand better chriſ- 


tianity ; which, at preſent, free enquirers 
enjoy amongſt themſelves. I ſhould be ſorry 
for myſelf, and ſorry for my country, to ſee 
the times quite ripe for this completely 
e rational defence :” ſince no ſooner will this 
be the caſe, than we ſhall be, alas! quite ripe 


for the overflowing ſcourge; that heavy 


wrath of the lamb which hiſtory and the 
word of Gop atteſt, has ever avenged a na- 
tional apoſtacy from faith in the ſcripture, 
and a national rejection of the divinity 
and atonement of Chriſt. 

P. 11, Very confident your Free Addre/; 
gives the true idea of the Lord's Supper, 
you draw this inference ; 

That it is not to be taken for granted, 
« thatevery thing which is very generally 
and moſt firmly believed to he a part of 


« chriſtianity, and even conſidered as of 


** the utmoſt importance in the ſcheme, 
*© muſt be ſa.” And p. 65, in the fame 
ſtrain ſtill more curiouſly, you expreſs your 

3 fears, 


= 
fears, that even the pureſt of all proteſtant 
diſſenters (in which number you rank your- 
ſelf) have ſtill © a great deal of popiſh faith, 
practice, habits, and prejudices, adhering 
* to them.” If all this be true, what re- 
medy remains for us? If, after a ſeparation 
from the church of Rome by the reformers, 
the church of England is ſtill popiſh? If all 
the orthodox proteſtant diſſenters, who 
have ſeperated from the eſtabliſhment as a 
further remove, in their judgment, from 
the man of fin, are ſtill popiſh? If even 
the more rational part of proteſtant diſ- 
ſenters, who know how to think for them- 
ſelves, making a mock of ſyſtems; who 
are eagle- eyed to detect frauds of the long- 
eſt ſtanding, and moſt ſpecious appearance; 
if theſe, like vulgar chriſtians, ſtill retain 
much of the antient ſuperſtition? Nay, if 
the doctor himſelf has, upon his own con- 
feſſion, much of popith faith, practice, ha- 
bits, and prejudices; what remains for us 
but to fit down 1n utter deſpair of ever be- 
ing able to ſeparate the droſs from the ore, 
the truth from the lie? What remains but 
to conclude, fince the word of Gop is fo 
dark and uncertain in its meaning, that for 
ſeventeen hundred years, chriſtianity has 
never been underſtood, it is in vain an) 
longer to trouble our heads about it. Theſe 
aſſertions, whether you know it or not, 
perfectly echo the reproach Mahometans 
caſt upon the New Teſtament, and are as 
| effectual 
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[ 39 ] 
effectual to render it contemptible. The 
Mahometans believe, as Calmet quotes from 
Welr own authority, That Gop ſent his 
te oofpel to Jeſus Chriſt; but that the goſ- 


« pel he ſent, no longer ſubſiſts, at leaſt, 


« not in its primitive purity : It is either 
« wholly loſt, or ſo much adulterated by 
« chriſtians, that, according to them, there 
is no building lafely upon any thing we 
e can cite from it. ' Calmer, fur le mot Evan- 
gile. Now we may juſt as ſafely build upon 
a book ſo thoroughly adulterated, that no 
one can ſay what is genuine in it, as upon 
one ſo extremely difficult to be underſtood, 

that thoſe who moſt revere it, have taken 
vulgar errors and ſhocking incumbrances, 
which would render any ſcheme indefenſi- 
ble, for parts of it; have eſteemed things 
to be of the utmoſt importance in it, of 
which nomention was made atall; a book 
inſufficient to reſcue, even thoſe who with 


ET 


nothing ſo much as to pay unreſerved obe- 
dience to it, from the contagion of a de- 


teſtable ſuperſtition. Thus I have proved, 
as I propoſed, the injurious infinuations 
againſt the eſſential doctrines of the goſpel, 


and the many licentious aſſertions in your 


Preface. I now proceed to remark on the 
Treatiſe to which it is prefixed, 
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STRICTURES 


ON THE 


FREE ADDRESS, &:. 


7 H E notorious neglect of the Lord's 
5 Supper, you aſcribe, P. 15, wholly 


to ſome “general miſtake of the proper 
** nature and deſign of the inſtitution.” 
This, I apprehend, 1s a very partial, de- 
fective account of the matter: for allowing 
ſome are ſo groſsly ignorant, or wretchedly 
deceived, as to imagine themſelves leſs 
obliged to obey all the precepts of Chriſt, 
by refuſing to receive the Lord's Supper, 
than if they did; yet the far greater part 
neglect it for reaſons of a quite different 


nature. Many, weary even before ſermon 


and prayers are over, like idle ſchool- boys 
of their taſk, are glad to be releaſed as 
ſoon as they can. Others attend public 
worſhip to ſupport a good opinion of them- 

ſelves 


af 1 


ſelves in their own eyes, and the eſteem 


of the world. Points, which can be ſecur- 
ed without ever coming to the Lord's ta- 
ble. And, with reſpect to the more rational 
part of proteſtant diſſenters (the title with 
which you are pleaſed to dignify yourſelf 
and thoſe of your ſe) there is a reaſon for 
negleQing the Lord's Supper, which you 


_ ought not to have paſſed over in ſilence. It 


is this; Jeſus crucified, is the firſt and the 


laſt, the all in all, in this ordinance, Un- 
leſs, therefore, the officiating miniſter 


happens to be dextrous enough in carrying 
on the ſervice, to conjure away the one great 
object of this inſtitution; unleſs this is 


done, the doctrine of atonement by the 


blood of Chriſt, will force itſelf upon the 


mind. 


Now how can thoſe free enquirers, who 
have diſcovered this old doctrine to be an 
incumbrance upon the religion of Jeſus, 
have any pleaſure, or ſee any uſe in attend- 
ing ſuch a religious rite? Men of their 


principles will regard it in the ſame light 


as they do: the violently ſtrong ſacrificial 


phraſes in the New Teſtament, as a condeſ- 


cenſion only for a ſeaſon to Fewiſb preju- 
dices. And, in order to get rid more ef- 
fectually of the idea of atonement in the 


death of Chriſt, abſent themſelves from 


the ordinance, which ſmells ſo ſtrong of 
that old, ſuperſtitious notion. | 
T have 
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I have known this given as a reaſon for. 
being never preſent at the Lord's Supper, 


except ſomething better, in their judgment, 


than a ſpiritual DIEIBOS; was to be gotten 
by it. 


Now ſince theſe ſeveral 3 4 much 
more frequently and powerfully influence 


men to neglect the Lord's Supper, than any 


general miſtake of its nature; it follows, 
that your treatiſe, had it contained a true 
ee of this ordinance, (which it can 
in no ſenſe be ſaid to do) would contribute 
very little to remove this neglect. On the 
contrary, had you taken pains to perſuade 
men that Jeſus Chriſt 1s indeed what you 
aſſert, p. 27. © The greateſt benefactor of 
the human race; had you ſhown in a 
proper manner, what he ſuffered, and what 


he has done; for what purpoſe, with what 


motive, and with what ſucceſs; how inf- 
nitely he deſerves the name that you have 
given him, and from hence urgedathe black 
ingratitude and ſhocking contempt, the 
daring unbelief and foul ignorance reſpect- 
ing him, which are all manifeſted in neg- 
lecting to ſet forth his death, as he himſelf 
has commanded; in this way you would 
have done real ſervice to the cauſe of Chriſt, 
and ſtruck at the root of the evil. 


P. 17, 19. You recite, from the evange- 


liſts, the whole account of the inſtitution 


of the Lord's Supper; as if the nature and 
deſign of it could be thoroughly under- 


ſtood 


TOE: 


* 
1 


Account. But before you publi 


ta 


ſtood from the bare terms of the inſtitution. 
In this, you copy from the . 8 4 * 
ed, 
ought to have known how fully the 8 
ſurdity of this method has 255 expoſed. 
“Since the bare words of the inſtitution 


« (as one ſenfibly argues) conſidered by 


« themſelves, do not at all prove, juſtify, or 
« explain, even that which they literally 
ec expreſs. They are all but empty, un- 
40 meaning words, till the explication of 
40 them is learned from other parts of ſcrip- 
« ture. For inſtance, 7his 7 7s my body which 
& 75 given for you; this is my blood of the 
„% New Teftament which is ſhed for many Vor 
« the remiſſion of fins; who can know in 
&« what ſenſe theſe expreſſions are to be re- 
« ceived, if he look only to the words 
« themſelves? Or, ſuppole he could gueſs 


* out ſome tolerable meaning, yet if the 


« ſcripture teaches, aſſerts, and explains, 
«© how, and in what ſenſe, his body is given 
« for us, what is the New Teſtament, and 
e in what ſenſe his blood was ſhed for the 
« remiſſion of ſins; then it follows, that 
* no meaning of the words can be admit- 
ce ted, but that which is according to the 
« ſcripture explication of the Wing men- 
© tioned by them. 

« Apain, Do this in remembrance of ME : 
© Now take theſe words in what ſenſe you 
« pleaſe, it is equally and abſolutely ne- 

4 cellary for the right underſtanding of 
ce them, 
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the greateſt importance to the words, 
and that muſt have the greateſt effect 


„„ 

« them, to know who, and what kind of 

*« perſon, this ME is, who is here to be 

* remembered. For if the Lord's Supper 

te js to be received in remembrance of him, 

© how can he be remembered unleſs it be 
© known what qualities and charatters of 
e him are to be remembered? But in the 
« words of the inſtitution, the ſtate, na- 
te ture, and characters of the perſon to be 
* remembered, are not declared, proved, 
* nor explained: therefore ſomething of 


te upon the ſenſe of them, and that is ab- 
&« ſolutely neceſſary to the right under- 
&« ſtanding of them, is neceſſary to be 


* learnt elſewhere. Of conſequence, Biſho 
% Hoadley refers his readers to an abſurdit 
* and an impoſſibility, when he refers and 
* confines us to the bare words of the in- 
« ſtitution, to know the nature and deſign 
« of the Lord's Supper.“ 
Had you read this, fir, you ſcarce could 
have been impoſed upon yourſelf, with this 
plauſible deception, much leſs have re- 
peated it and affirmed in print, © that no- 
* thing is overlooked or concealed from 
« your readers” (p. 17.) neceſſary to an 
account of the nature and deſign of the 
Lord's Supper; merely becauſe you have 
placed before them, the form of the inſti- 


tution. However, ſuppoſing the words of 
the inſtitution did really contain all that 
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was neceſſary for a right underſtanding of 

the Lord's Supper; this makes it the more 

incumbent upon you, according to the very 
title of your treatiſe, to have fixed, by com- 

paring ſcripture with ſcripture, the preciſe 

import of theſe words; to have explained 
fully the reaſon, why Jeſus called the bread 
he broke, his body given for his diſciples ; and 
the cup, the blood of the New Teſtament ſhed 


for the remiſſion of the fins of many. Inſtead 


of this only rational way of treating the 
1mportant ſubject, you cut the whole mat- 
ter very ſhort indeed, by giving us your 
own private opinion, in theſe vague terms, 
in the compaſs of three lines. Df 
P. 28. The Lord's Supper is a folemn 

* but chearful rite, in remembrance of 
«« Chriſt, and of what he has done and ſuf- 
e fered for the benefit of mankind.” But 
after this brief anſwer, every ſerious en- 
quirer will ſtill put the intereſting queſtion; 
but what did Jeſus do, and what dd he 
ſuffer ? Concerning this, though the prin- 
cipal matter in a treatiſe on the Lord's 
Supper, you chuſe to be totally ſilent: 
preferring, we muſt conclude, to have your 
own performance juſtly charged with a 
very ſhameful deficiency, rather than openly 
here avow your faith, reſpecting the life 
and death of Chriſt. A ſhameful deficiency 
I call it; becauſe, if Jeſus be what the 
Baptiſt proclaimed, the Lamb of Gop which 
taketh away the fin of the world; if, as he 

Fo TRE _ declares 


I 46 ] 
declares of himſelf, he came to give hit 
life a ranſom for many; and his fleſh for the 
life of the world; if, with his dying breath, 
as it were, he infinitely exalts the virtue 
of his blood, by giving it that ſingular ap- 
pellation, he blood of the New Teftament 
ſhed for the remiſſion of fins; it will from 
hence neceſſarily follow, that the Lord's 
Supper muſt either be a memorial of a pro- 


pitratory ſacrifice, and of a new covenant of 
grace, founded and confirmed in that ſa- 
crifice; a covenant, which ſecures to every 
real believer in his name all ſpiritual bleſ- 
fings; or Jeſus muſt be charged with fal- 
ſhood, for aſcribing more efficacy to his 
blood than ever will be found in it. Be- 
cauſe, if he lived only as an example of 
virtue and a teacher of Gop's will; if he 
died only as a martyr to truth, and roſe to 


prove the certainty of a reſurrection; his 
blood was no more ſhed for the remiſſion of 


fins, than Cæſar's in the Senate houſe; nor 


with more propriety, or truth can it be call- 

ed, the blood of the New Teſtament. There- 
fore, to teach men the nature and deſign 
of the Lord's Supper, without giving a juſt, 
ſcriptual interpretation of he blood of the 
New Teſtament*, ſhed for the remiſſion of 


* The word Ara0yxn, uſed in the form of the inſtitu- 
tion, is the word always uſed by the Seventy for the He- 
brew , which ſignifies a grant of favour, a deed of 
gift, ſolemnly aſſured by the moſt High, which puts 


thoſe to whom it is made, into a new and happier State. 
See Taylor's Concordance. 


Conſe- 


[4 ] 


the fins of many; evading it by a general 


mention of.'what Chriſt has done and ſuf- 


fered, evidently ſuppreſſes a great part of 


the truth, vhich the divine inſtitutor him- 
ſelf, formally has taught in the very words 


of the inſtitution. It moſt injuriouſly con- 


ceals, what is abſolutely neceſſary to be be- 
lie ved with the heart, before the Lord's 

Supper can be received, according to the 

great end of its appointment. 

P. 20. All the cenſure that St. Paul 
© paſſes upon unworthy communicants, 
you obſerve, relates wholly to ſuch a 
* manner of receiving this ordinance as is 


© no where practiſed at this day in any 


5 chriſtian country. His cenſures, there- 
6 fore, are evidently ſuch as no chriſtians 
* at this day can juſtly apply to them- 
& ſelves.” This afſertion is taken from the 
firſt Plain Account, but a more falſe one can 
hardly be found. Becauſe, it there are in- 
ſtances at this day, in all places amongſt 
profeſſing chriſtians, of horrid profanation 


of the ordinance, and daring inſult offered 


to it; no leſs than what the Holy Ghoſt 
by St. Paul cenſures, and proceeding from 
the very ſame cauſe, the not diſcerning tlie 
Lord's body; that is, the import, value, and 


Conſequently, we muſt regard the 1 Supper, 
not ſimply, as a memorial of what Jeſus did and ſuf- 
fered ; but of blood ſhed to ratify a deed of gift of all 
ſpiritual bleſſings, in their favour who believe on his 
name. 


end 


„ 
end of his facrifice of himſelf; it will fol- 
low, by the juſteſt inference, that the very 
ſame cenſure is perfectly applicable in 
every one of theſe melancholy caſes. And 
I appeal to the whole body of real chriſtians, 
whether Infide/s, avowed or covert, receiv- 
ing the Lord's Supper to qualify themſelves 
for a civil office; whether beſotted Hypo- 
crites, imagining themſelves abſolved from 
all paſt offences by this act; whether Pha- 
riſces, under feelings of ſelf-admiration 
and ſelf-righteouſneſs, even before the af- 
fecting ſymbols of a dying Redeemer ; whe- 
ther Socinians, who trample under foot the 
blood of the Son of Gop, and attempt to 
pull him down from his mediatorial throne ; 
whether a// theſe are not in a ſtate of heart 
as diametrically oppoſite to what men 
ought to bring with them to the Lord's 
Table, as if they then were actually over- 
charged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs ? 
For, if not only a bare remembrance of 
the fact of Chriſt crucified, was deſigned by 
the Lord's Supper, but one attended with 
a due knowledge of its import, and with 
ſuitable diſpoſitions, this muſt neceſſaril 
be true. And the very reverſe of your - 
ſertion from Hoadley muſt be maintained, 
viz. That though men do not now ex- 
ally in the inſtances of drunkenneſs or 
exceſs, at the Lord's Table, incur the cen- 
| ſure which the Cormthians did from the 
_ Inſpired apoſtle ; yet, at this day, chriſtians 
may 


[ 49 J 


may be no leſs chargeable than the Corin- 


#hians were on other accounts, with not 
diſcerning the Lord's Body; with being 


guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt; 
with eating and drinking judgment to 


themſelves. At this day, there is in Eng- 
land as much need, as there was at Corinth 
of old, to exhort perſons not to preſume 


to eat of that bread, and drink of that cup, 


unleſs they are ſound in the faith, and holy 
in their converſation. 

P. 27. You tell us, that Chriſt ap- 
et pointed his diſciples to eat bread and 
c drink wine, in remembrance of him; 

«© probably, chuſing this moſt natural, 
* chearful, and ſocial of all human actions, 
* as a fit emblem of the chearful and be- 


* nevolent nature of his religion; and 
perhaps too, not without a view to his 


being recollected whenever, upon other 


* occaſions, we eat bread and drink moms 


« that ſo a grateful remembrance of th 

e greateſt benefactor of the human _, 
© might be connected with the moſt com- 
© mon and familiar actions of our lives, 
t and thereby habitually influence our 
* thoughts and converſation.” 

We have always reaſon ſtrongly to ſuſ- 
pect writers, and to complain of them, 
who publiſh their ſentiments on ſcripture 
truths, without advancing ſcripture proof 
for what they affirm: to ſuſpect them, as 


being either diſaffected to the bleſſed word 
E of 


[$0] 
of God, or unſupported by it; otherwiſe 
they muſt be ambitious of producing it, 
when full in their favour. And we have 
reafon to complain of them, becauſe this is 
 arrogantly preſuming to impoſe upon their 
readers their own ſenſe of a matter, in 
which no human authority can be allowed 
the leaſt weight. The paſſage I have juſt 
now produced, fir, from your book, de- 
ſerves ſevere cenſure on this account. This 
Bread, ſays the Lord of all, is my body given 
for you, and this cup 1s my blood of the New 
Teſtament ſhed for the remiſſion of fins. Says 
Dr. Prieſtley, ** the diſciples of Chriſt are 
& commanded to eat bread and drink wine 
in remembrance of him, probably, as a 
« fit emblem of the chearful and benevo- 
„ lent nature of the chriſtian religion.“ 
As often, faith the Holy Ghoſt, by St. 
Paul, as ye eat this bread and drink this 
cup, ye do ſhew forth the Lord's death till he 
come*, The diſciples of Chriſt, ſays Dr. 
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*The word zaJayy:acrss imports, often a decla- 
ration of a matter attended with much joy, and always 
with much earneſtneſs. Eraſmus renders it here by the 
word, Annuntiate; and in the continuation of Mr. 
Henry's Comment, its meaning is admirably well ex 
prefſed thus; We declare his death to be our life; the 
c ſpring of all our comforts and hopes; we glory in this 
&©« declaration. We ſhew forth his death, and before 
6 GoD, as our accepted ſacrifice and ranſom. We ſet it 
& in view of our own faith, for our comfort and quick- 
*« ning: and we own before the world by this very ſer- 
ec vice, that we are the diſciples of Chriſt, who truſt in 
him alone for ſalvation and acceptance with Gop.” 


Prieſtley, 
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« their lives.” By 


Was once D e . 
which the Lord's 8 


oY 
Priefley, are commanded to eat bread and 
drink wine together, in order, that a 
« grateful remembrance of Chriſt may be 
te connected with the common actions of 
this means you moſt 
artfully conceal, without poſitively deny- 
ing, the very doctrines which the words of 
the ſacred inſtitution ſo emphatically ex- 


_ preſs. You fix the unſuſpecting reader's at- 


tention on one thing {the chearful, bene- 
volent nature of the chriſtian religion) in 
that ſacred rite, which he meant ſhould 
expreſs another, the ob/ation of himſelf, a 


proper otonement for fin on the croſs. By 


dealing after this ſubtle manner with ſcrip- 
ture, you may, doubtleſs, perplex and miſ- 
lead many; but it carries with it an awful 
appearance indeed. It ſeems a ſtudied de- 
fign intirely to pervert the words of our 
Lord : an elaborate device, to give a view 


of the Lord's Supper, totally different from 


what he himſelf has given. A view, which 
ſcripture, in no degree, warrants ; and if it 
the very end for 


Supper was ordained, 
mult be loſt and forgotten. 


P. 28. We no where find, ſay you, 
e that Chriſt gave any orders to his diſci- 


« ples to write his life, and he wrote no- 
e thing himſelf.” 

By theſe bold ſallies of your pen, you 
ſeem to ſtrike at the divine original of the 
goſpels. For if the evangeliſts writ without 
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expreſs order, as you hint, then certainly 
without inſpiration; and writing without 
inſpiration, they are no more than other 
men ſecure from prejudice, deception, and 


miſtake; conſequently no more worthy of 


implicit belief: ſince we can never be cer- 
tain, that their knowledge and fidelity are 


entirely to be relied on, in any thing they 
relate. And if their books come to us, as 


all things elſe, © in the common courſe of 
divine providence,” as you here affirm, not 


by Gop's ſpecral favour, direction, and ap- 
pointment; we are at full liberty to take 
or refuſe as we pleaſe, of the things they 
record, juſt as much as with any common 
writers. And the language, which pre 


vailed in the chriſtian church long before 


the empire of popery, and has continued 


to this day, is a language blaſphemous and 


execrable: for it is calling thoſe writings 
the word of GoD, which, according to your 
broad hint, are the words of man, and no 


P. 30. The Lord's Supper i 1s to be ce- 


0 lebrated, you ſay, by all profeſſing chriſ- 


« tians.” The reaſon given is, * becauſe 
« you find in the New Teſtament no other 


« qualification than chriſtian profeſſion re- 


© quired; therefore what right have chriſ- 
ce tians at this day to inſiſt upon any other?“ 
A reaſon, which, if good for any thing, 
muſt go upon the ſuppoſition, that profeſ- 


ting Chrilt is juſt the ſame thing now, as it 
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was in the days of the apoſtles. Whereas 
no two things 1 in the whole world can be, 
in fact, more different. For at that time, to 
be a profeſſing chriſtian was publicly to 
declare for him whom the nations abhorred, 
as their Lord and Gop: and it was to de- 
clare againſt the Gods and worſhip of their 
country and kinsfolk, as deteſtable and 
damnable. Now, it 1s unthinking con- 


formity to univerſal cuſtom and general 
opinion. At that time to be a profeſſing 


chriſtian, was to incur a degree of infamy, 
of which we can have but a very faint idea 
at this day: not to be one , is ſomething 
ſingular, offenſive, and inconvenient. At 
that time, to continue long a profeſſed 
chriſtian, could be the effect of nothing 
leſs than experience of the power of Chriſt, 


ſupreme love to his name, unbounded con- 


Knee in his faithfulneſs, and invincible 
fortitude in his cauſe. Now we may keep 
our profeſſion till death, in as groſs igno- 
rance of the excellence of Chriſt, as per- 
fe& indifference to his honour, and as fla- 


grant contempt of his authority in many 


inſtances, as could be found even amongſt 


the Pagans. Granting, therefore, that at 


the time the Lord's Supper was inſtituted, 
and long after, the fimple profeſſion of . 


ing a chriſtian was judged a ſufficient qua- 


lification; this is no proof it ought to be 


deemed ſo at this day. On the contrary, 


when a chriſtian profeſſion is a thing of 
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courſe, it ſeems neceſſary that every man 


ſhould be called upon 70 examine himſelf, 


whether he be in the faith, uncorrupt in 
doctrine, and holy in converſation, before 
he preſume to eat of that bread, and drink 
of that cup: ſince the mere garb and name 
of a diſciple muſt be a poor qualification 
indeed. Neither can one fingle good end 
be ever anſwered, by maintaining the con- 


trary. Would you bring the ſacred rite in- 


to utter contempt? Have it then celebrated 
by crowds of profeſſing chriſtians, deſti- 
tute of all ſpiritual underſtanding, faith, 


and holineſs. Would you make it entirely 


uſeleſs to the communicants themſelves? 
Preſs them to receive the Lord's Supper, as 
Papiſts are tutored to hear the abomination 
of the maſs, in an unknown tongue, truſt- 
ing in the opus operatum. Would you moſt | 
audaciouſly affront the Divine Inſtitutor of 

this rite to his very face? Teach men to 
think lightly of the offence of offering to 


him the ſacrifice of fools; i e. of coming 


to the ſolemn meeting as en ſuffi- 
cient, when arrived at years of diſcretion, 
becauſe born and bred i in theair of chriſten- 


dom. 


P. 32. You affirm, « The only opinion 
declared by receiving the Lord's Supper 
« js, that Chriſt is a teacher ſent from 
«© Gop.” Can you then believe that when 
Jeſus commanded thoſe very perſons to eat 
bread in remembrance of has body 27 for 
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them, and drink wine in remembrance of 


his blood, the blood of the New Teſtament 


ſhed for the remiſſion of their fins ; when he 


commanded thoſe very perſons to do this, 
who firmly believed in him as the promiſed 
Meſſiah, and to whom his character had 
been revealed already, not by fleſh and 
blood, but by the Father; can you your- 


ſelf believe he really meant no more, than 


to teach them always to remember, he did 
not come into the world as an impoſtor, 
or without a divine legation ? Is this the 
ſenſe which the natural impreſſion of the 


terms conveys? Was there ever any one ſo 


obſcure, ſo impenetrable in his expreſſions 
as Jeſus Chriſt, if this was his meaning ? 


or need men ever be at a loſs to extort any 
ſenſe they pleaſe out of any words, if ſuch 


violent, unnatural interpretations as this, 
paſs for rational; or be judged any thing 
better than the ravings of enthuſiaſm, 
though not of the devout ſort ? 
« P. 51. You ſpeak of ſome proteſtants 
Fs believing Chriſt's preſence in the ſacra- 
© ment;” as if you underſtood by that. 
word, the elements; whereas proteſtants 
believe his preſence is in the hearts of his 
cople ; the bread and wine are only viſi- 
ble pledges of his love and grace, and, as 
inſtituted by him, and connected with his 
promiſe, means, by which thoſe who ſeek 


his preſence, find it. | 
E 4 P. 51. 


PE”. 
P. 51, 52. Here you abuſe very freely, 
as your manner is, the church of England, 


pluming yourſelf upon your own moſt ho- 
nourable condition as a member of the 


very choice ſociety of the more rational part 
of proteſtant diſſenters. Before, therefore, 
I vindicate the paſſage in our Articles from 
your charge of ſuperſtition; I would, in 
paſſing, remark upon the vaſt preference 
you pive to your own miniſterial ſituation 
above that of our clergy. Initead of envy- 
ing, I heartily wiſh you and all public 
teachers, every poſſible advantage becom 
ing their ſtation ; a perfect freedom, as far 
as poſſible, from every bias likely to prove 
a ſnare, or diminiſh in the leaſt their in- 
trepidity in the cauſe of Gop, from a view 
to temporal intereſt, But I muſt own, it 
appears exceeding ſtrange, to hear you talk 
of „enjoying 10 emolument or advanta 0 
« of any kind as the price of ſubſcription: 
of there being no. /hadow of a claim up- 
* on you to refund or relinquiſh any thing, 
*« when you renounce whatever you ap- 
« prehend to be an error.” Pref. p. 12. 
For, is there not what is more than tan- 
tamount to all this, in your own ſituation ? 
Who can be conceived more dependent 
than perſons maintained by the voluntary 
contributions of their conſtituents? In 
the nature of things, they will never con- 
. tribute to ſupport a paſtor, who ſhould 
- contradict their own religious ſentiments, 


how 
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1 1 
how much ſoever he might think himſelf 
bound in conſcience to 8 ſo. A ſpeedy re- 
moval under the ſtigma of their diſappro- 
bation, is the certain penalty of ſuch an 


offence per ſiſted in. So that, if a diſſenting 
paſtor has not wealth of his own, in no ſitu- 
ation can worldly intereſt ever act with 


more force againſt ſpeaking the truth, 

ſhould the congregation be averſe to hear 
it. The fact is, in many religious ſocieties 
which might be named, a certain long ta- 
ble, though often compoſed of fewer mem- 


bers than thirty nine, has power much 


more effectually to ſhackle any paſtor, than 
the odious Articles have over the clergy, 
And I have ſeen, in print, complaints of 
this grievous obſtacle, to ſome .reverend 
perſons puſhing their Free Enquiries to the 
lengths they might be carried, were it not 
for this cramp. I would obſerve further, 
that more mature conſideration would con- 
vince you, that very little credit can be 
gained by your caſting reproach upon our 
Articles. Becauſe, from your very office, in 
order to obtain the benefit of the A# of 
T oleration, you are as much bound as the 


: clergy, to ſubſcribe the thirty three firſt 


articles, (one clauſe excepted) which con- 
tain the whole you brand as full of ſuper- 
ſtition and enthuſiaſm. If you ſay, you 
have nothing to do with any of them, hav- 
ing never ſubſcribed ; then you appear and 
act in a character you have ng, more right 

tO 


8 PR - ao RY 
n 
- 2 1 7 — 
rern * 
= = _ 
\ INT 
2 2 N A e 


g — 22 jr 2 8 4 
A . —_ — nol 
DP N 2 IN 3 75 e 


s CREDO Hey. bong 
n 


2 pg or + 
& —_— 
=_ 4 1 
65 


B a ee” fe 5 3 3 27 
3 2 — my r r t 
...r - 
— . 8 L 
5 p 


— I F 1 Sa To a 
a — 2 - : — . N * — 2 N - - * , — 2 J — : 
* 2 * | a a . — — „ e 4 3 
5 5 * — n - . Motos — 1 22 98 e e , = — LR 2. 3 = 
- > TS . r — — EL0D r Pg” l - 0 45 yo em - J ” "__ - 8 
— Pa © . — EC en — . 8 ET ey i p90 20 64 2 
=? r re 2 —e—M 3 OST . n 
— bs 5 8 r ers — 
* : ; EE 2 
2 2 - ; 


1 
to aſſume, than a gentleman to act as a 
juſtice of peace without his commiſſion. 
For, if without ſubſcribing you take upon 
yourſelf to he a teacher of religion, you act 
contrary to the law of the realm, in that 
caſe made and provided. 
I do not take notice of this, I aver, to 
bring the leaſt inconvenience upon any 
man; for I abhor every fort of perſecution 
on account of religion; I only mention it, 
as a memento to diſſenting paſtors of a cer- 
tain ſtamp, to ſhow with what an ill grace 
they revile our articles, which they had 
better paſs over in ſilence, eſtabliſhing by 
the beſt arguments they can invent, their 
own Pagan ideas in religion. 
Hut let us now ſee what great ſuperſti- 
tion our 25th Article teaches, reſpecting 
the Lord's Supper, which ſo much offends 
you. It affirms, that the Lord's Supper, 
conſidered as a ſacrament, is not only 4 
badge and token of a chriſtian man's projeſ- 
fran, but rather a certain ſure witneſs, and 
 effetual fign of grace and God's good will 
towards us. And you yourſelf affirm as 
much ; the perſons who ought to celebrate 
this rite, you tell us, * are all profeſſing 
« chriſtians, come to years of diſcretion.” 
'The rite, then, muſt either be more than 
a badge of chriſtianity (for that they al- 
ready wear) or it muſt be a ſimple repetition 
of the ſame profeſſion. Something more 
ſolemn than chriſtian profeſſion you declare 
| it 


1 59 ] 
it is; p. 35: ſomething which binds us fo a 
= AF/rrifter watch, than a man's ſaying, I am a 
33 Chriſtian, p. 58. conſequently, even ac- 
* cording to your own definition, it differs 
| enough from a chriſtian profeſſion, to juſ- 
XZ ttify our article in the expreſſion rather. 
0 YH The Article farther affirms, that the 
y Z Lord's Supper, conſidered as a facrament, is 
n a certain ſure witneſs, and effettual fign of 
t., grace and God's good will towards us. As 
15 much as this, you affirm alſo, in your own 
e x treatiſe : for, recounting, p. 29. the advan- 
d 4 tages of celebrating this rite, ** It tends, 
5 you ſay, to perpetuate the memory of 
Ty 3 *<f the tranſaction recorded by it, and to 
| © | « cheriſh a grateful-and joyful ſenſe of it. 
„ * In this caſe, the cuſtom tends to per- 
8 Z <« petuate the memory of the death of 
s = « Chriſt, and to cheriſh our veneration 
F ce and love for him. It inflames our grati- 
* tude to ſo great a benefactor, and con- 
„ {equently, our zeal to fulfil all his com- 
„ mands. Moreover, being the joint action 
1 of ſeveral, it ſtrengthens our affection 
13 4 * to the common cauſe, to one another, 
te *<« and to all who are engaged in it.” Now 
we ſmuſt believe, that there is either no- 
| thing denoting the goodneſs of Gop our 
n 1 Saviour in the inſtitution of this rite, 
„ though all theſe advantages attend a due 
n ceelebration of it; or it muſt be a ſure wit- 
* : neſs, and effectual ſign of grace and God's 
© E good will towards all, who duly receive 
1 ; "> 


| [ 601 
the Lord's Supper. IEHOvAu, in the moſt 
affecting ſtyle, expoſtulates with his rebel- 
lious people, Egek. xx. 12. declaring, 
Moreover, I gave them my ſabbaths to be a 
ſign between me and them, that they might 
know that I am the Lord that fanttify them. 
I conceive, then, without the leaſt tincture 
of ſuperſtition, we are authorized to call the 
ſabbath a ſure witneſs and effectual fign of 
grace and Gop's good will towards 7 Sh 

and to deny it, is barefaced profaneneſs. 
But, a fortiori, for the very ſame reaſon, as 
the ſabbath, the Lord' s Supper may be ſo 
called with truth. 

But the offenſive Article farther affirms, 
that in the Lord's Supper, conſidered as a 
ſacrament, Gop works mwvifibly in us. In- 
viſibly, doubtleſs, if at all: And to affirm 
he does not work in the minds of the faith-_ 
ful, is a flat contradiction to the Bible, 
which conſtantly teaches, that Ji works, 
who doth the truth, are wrought in Gon; 
That all goodneſs, righteouſneſs, and truth, 
are the /ruits of the Spirit; and that when 
believers are made perfect in every good 
work to do his will, itis by the Gop of 
peace Working 1 in them, that which is well 
pleaſing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt; 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Heb. 13.21. But if Gop works in believ- 
ers whatever is truly good, it muſt be in 
the uſe of means he himſelf has appointed, 
in order that they may obtain mercy, and 
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find grace to help in time of need. And as 
Jeſus pete his preſence, whenever #409 
or three are gathered together in his name; 
certainly thoſe, who aſſemble in obedience 
to his own command, to remember his 
death and paſſion, have a warrant to expect 
his preſence in the midſt of them. But by 
what other token can his preſence be ma- 
nifeſted, than by ſome ſpiritual benefit ae- 
cruing to thoſe who are favoured with it? 
What benefit more proper and becoming 
the relation his people bear to him, than. 
what the Article ſpecifies ? The guickening 
their ſouls in his ſervice, and the ftrength- 
ening and confirming their faith in him ; 
their faith, that prolific grace, of which 

fuch marvellous encomiums abound in 
holy writ. | 
Notwithſtanding, 3 the te- 

proach you caſt on our Article, and on 
biſhop Burnet's Expoſition relating to the 
Lord's Supper, and alſo on the 4fembly's 
Catechiſm; you have not yet proved, neither 
is it in your power to prove, there is one 
tittle of ſuperſtition in either: unleſs you 
prove it is ſuperſtition to maintain the 
reality of divine grace, and the vouchſafe- 
ment of that grace to believers, duly ob- 
ſerving the ordinances of Gop's own ap- 
pointment : of his own appointment ex- 
preſsly, for the perfe&ing of tlie ſaints, for 
the edifying the body of Chriſe. And when 
you have proved that this is ſuperſtition, 


— 
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Deris mihi magnus Apollo: and, in token of 
a thorough converſion to your philoſophy, 

I will burn my Bible as a book of lies. 
P. 54. You brand the great, the good 
Mr. Henry's Treatiſe, particularly the 
chapter entitled $7ghts to be ſeen at the 
Lord's Supper; as full of ſuperſtition. Al- 
lowing there is a quaintneſs in the Title, 
which you only quote, and which may 
ſeem to juſtify your accuſation; the contents 
of the chapter are ſuch as no ſerious chriſ- 
tian can poſſibly object to. For the chap- 
ter is employed, in proving that believers, 
at the Lord's Supper, ſee by faith, the 
evil of fin, the juſtice of Gor, the love of 
 Chrift, the conqueſt of Satan, the worth of 
tlie foul, and the purchaſe of the bleſſings of 
the new covenant. Where, in all this, is 
the leaſt tincture of ſuperſtition? How is 
Chriſt the greateſt benefactor of the hu- 
man race?” how the author of © bene- 
« fits accruing even to all mankind, from 
« his life and death,” according to your 
own account, if in all he taught, did, and 
ſuffered, there is no diſcovery of the evil 
of ſin, or the juſtice of Gop, or the love 
of Chriſt, or the worth of the ſoul, or the 
purchaſe of any ſpiritual bleſſing? How 
would you have our minds employed in the 
ordinance, if none of theſe ſolemn, impor- 
tant ſubjects are to engage our attention? 
How ſhocking would it appear to turn into 
ridicule, as the very dupes of ſuperſtition, 
8 a ſo- 
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N ſociety of Chriſtians, becauſe devoutly 


engaged in cultivating a deeper knowledge 


of theſe truths, whilſt they were receiving 


the ſupper of their crucified Lord and only 


Saviour! This is not the only paſſage in 
your book in which you have overſhot the 
mark ; and, from a blind rage againſt what 
you miſtake for ſuperſtition, ſtruck at the 


very power of godlineſs itſelf. This is not 
the only paſſage in which you publickly 


bewray the ſtate of your own heart, re- 
ſpecting the grand ſubjects of revelation 


itſelf. Another inſtance of the ſame kind 


we meet with p. 56. where, it ſeems, /o/em- 
nity in religious worſhip is fo much your 
diſlike, that even the air of it is cenſured. 
Yet in the very next page you call the 
Lord's Supper a /9/emn att, though you 
would not have it obſerved with ſo much 
as the air of ſolemnity. 


In p. 57. you talk very inconſiſtently, 


with your principles, of * benefits accru- 


* ing to all mankind from the life and 
death of Chriſt.” For, though perſons, 
who hold univerſal ſalvation, on ſuppoſi- 
tion that the ſacrifice of Chriſt was an 
actual ranſom for every individual of Adam's 
poſterity, may uſe this language with ſome 
ſhew of reaſon; certainly a prophet can be 


of no benefit to the millions who never 


heard of his name: nor the example of a 
martyr, nor the proof of a reſurrection of the 
body by his own, beneficial to thoſe who 


never 


| [64 ] , 
never heard of the fact. And fince you 
have fo artfully avoided, through your 
whole treatiſe, the very mention of atone- 
ment; I ſhould be glad to know by what 
medium you wilt prove, that all mankind 
are benefited by the life and death of 
Chriſt? | 
In page 62, 63, you are pleaſed, tanguam 
ex cathedra, to diſpenſe with all manner of 
contempt poured upon, and an intire neg- 
lect of, the Lord's Supper; as if the autho- 
rity of the apoſtles to command obedience, 
inthe name of Gop, was already cancelled; 
and ſome good reaſon was found ont to 
prove, that the apoſtles themſelves might 
« miſapprehend our Lord's meaning, and 
c have fallen into a miſtake in this caſe,” 
as one of your correſpondents is inclined 
to think, they have done in another. See 

Theological Repoſitory, No. 2.— And it is the 
more extraordinary in you to allow this 
liberty, becauſe (p. 69) you yourſelf call 
the Lord's Supper a * poſitive inſtitution 
of chriſtianity;” and declare (p. 20) that 
e in the writings of St. Paul we diſtinctly 
« find, that the celebration of the Lord's 
« Supper was an e/tabliſhed rite in the 
«© chriſtian church; that it was not con- 
4 fined to the apoſtles, or the apoſtolic age; 
e but was to be continued till Chriſt's ſe- 
*« cond coming:“ adding, not indeed in a 
very peremptory tone; yet adding, that 
« St, Paul ſeems to have had his relation 
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e from our Lord himſelf in viſion.” Now, 
fir, can you wonder that plain men who 
revere, as divine, the authority of our great 
Law-giver and only Saviour in his apoſtles, 
are utterly at a loſs to account for your 
wild manner of talking on this ſubject, un- 
leſs you were of principles very unbecom- 
ing one of your profeſſion? Can you won 
der they feel pity, grief, and honeſt indig- 
nation, to ſee that laſt ſolemn injunction of 
Chriſt to his apoſtles; teach men to obſerve 
and do whatſoever J have commanded you, 
reduced by your enlarged and liberal way 
of thinking, to a mere matter of opinion 
and humour, whether they will regard it 
at all, or no? Beſides, what could be your 
motive to ſpeak in this manner of thoſe, 
who with or without reaſon, abſent them 
| ſelves from the Lord's Supper? Your pro- 
feſſed deſign was to bring men to celebrate 
it. Yet before you have done, you not onl 

exempt from all cenſure, the whole body 
of Quakers; but © any man or body of men 
% who do not chuſe (mark that expreſſion) 
to celebrate this inſtitution.” But our 
wonder at this, or indeed, any liberties, 
you may poſſibly take with any ordinance 
or with any doctrine of ſcripture, muſt 
ceaſe, when we conſider thoroughly the 
import of a paſſage in the very laſt page of 
your book. It is this; © ſuch a foundation 
„has the Gop of nature laid for the prac- 
ce tice of virtue in our hearts, that it is 


F « hardly 


B 

«© hardly in the power of ANY ERROR in our 
% heads to eraſe it.” That is, in plain En- 
gliſh, men need be under no apprehenſions 
concerning their creed, be it what it may: 

ſince there is a certain antiſeptic quality, 
as phyſicians call it, interwoven in our 
frame, it ſeems, which expels the bane of 
all falſe doctrine, however plentifully im- 
bibed. If ſo, vain have been all the la- 
bours of the wiſe and good in every age, 
to deliver men from ſuperſtition, idolatry, 
and fanaticiſm. Mere ideots were the noble 
army of martyrs! Nay, what affects your- 


ſelf much more nearly, how ſmall is the 


obligation of the public to the fraternity 


of Free Enquirers, and the benevolent edi- 


tors of the Theological Repoſitory! Why 


diſturb us, by attacking our favourite pre- 


judices, which may be all kept, and the 
foundation for the practice of virtue be 
never in the leaſt hurt? Why ſometimes 
abuſe, and at others pity, the poor church 
of England, and the more ſerious part of 
chriſtians in general, for their orthodoxy ? 
when, as apoſtate 1/rae/ ſaid of JEHovan, 
it can neither do good or evil. Let every error 
you can almoſt name, hold in peace its 
full dominion, and the ſtrongeſt deluſions 
range uncontrolled; for they have, it ſeems, 
no practical influence at all. The great 
duties of life may be obſerved, and the 
favour of God ſecured, whilſt the under- 


ſtanding is blinded throu gh the groſſeſt ig- 
norance, 


tr 
K 


. 
norance, as well as if we were children of 
the light, and of the day. And from this 
time forward, truth can claim no pre-emi- 
nence above error; becauſe it is as good 

for the ſoul to be without knowledge, as to 
have a right judgment in all things. Theſe 
are only a few of the precious conſequen- 
ces, which neceſſarily flow from your wild 
poſition.— But to be ſerious, in a matter, 
indeed, of the greateſt moment. This 
your aſſertion concerning the innocence of 
error, and the inſignificancy of religious 
principles, 1s a moſt pernicious one: be- 
cauſe the following facts prove to demon- 
ſtration, that the knowledge of the re- 
vealed truth of Gop, is ab/olutely neceſſary 
to the practice of righteouſneſs and the 
ſalvation of the ſoul. 

Firſt, It is a fact, that the Lord Gon 
Almighty has been pleaſed to reveal the 
doctrine which is after godlineſs. How 
great then muſt be man's need of ſuch in- 
{ſtruction |! 

Secondly, It is a fact, that after the ex- 
ample of their Lord, the apoſtles reſiſted 
unto blood for maintaining the abſolute 
neceſſity of receiving this doctrine when 
propoſed, and the certain, everlaſting pu- 
niſhment of all who ſhould dare to reject it. 

Thirdly, It is a fact, that not what Free 
Enquirers call the great duties of life, or 


the practice of virtue, was the matter in 


_ diſpute between Chriſt and his apoſtles on 


F 2 the 


1 

the one hand, and Jews and Gentiles on 
the other; but, whether the grand pecu- 
liarities of revelation, were abſolutely neceſ- 
{ary to be believed, or not ? 

Fourthly, It is a fact, that Jeu, Turks, 
Deiſts, with nominal chriſtians enſlaved to 
ſin, continue to make their deſtructive 
choice from the dominion of error in their 
underſtanding; becauſe the light of truth 
has not ſhined into their hearts, 70 give 


them the knowleage of the glory of GoD, in 


the face of Feſus Chriſt. 
Fifthly, The inſpired writers aſſure us, 


that when ie knowledge of the Lord ſhall 


cover the earth, as the waters do the ſea; 
men ſhall no more hurt, or deſtroy in all 


Gop's holy mountain. Stronger proof of any 


matter, than all this amounts to, can ſcarce 
be conceived; we mult therefore conclude, 
that in order to make the practice of man 
acceptable to Gop, the head muſt be free 
from the dominion of every error, which 
contradicts the eſſential truths of the goſpel. 

Out of love, therefore, to the ſouls of 
men and the truth of God, we mult pro- 
teſt againſt writings, which, under the 


pretence of ſetting us free from the tyranny 


of old, ſuperſtitious opinions; lead us to 


_ conclude, all principles are equally inſig- 
nificant. Every eye can ſee, this nation has 


for a conſiderable 'time, been revolting 
from a belief of the Bible, to what deiſts 


are > pleaſed to call, natural religion. A 


ruinous 
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ruinous evil indeed! not arifing, as you 
would have it, from orthodox doctrines, 
which were always maintained in the 
church of God, (becauſe from the time 
thoſe doctrines fell into contempt, the ra- 
pid progreſs of infidelity is to be dated) 
but, from men of letters, of fine parts and 
(would to Gop it might not be added) of 
a ſacred profeſſion, rejecting the authority 
even of the Lord of conſcience himſelf, in 
matters of faith. 

From hence it appears, that when you 


wildly aſſert, “that the God of nature has 


* laid ſuch a foundation for the practice 
of virtue in our hearts, that it is hardly 
in the power of any error in our heads 
« to eraſe it;“ you undermine the founda- 


tion of univerſal obedience to God, whilſt 


you depreciate the utility of revelation it- 
ſelf. A ſtriking proof of the pernicious 
tendency of the free ſcheme! _ 

Yet, as if the leſs men believed of or- 
thodox doctrines, the better and happier, 
they neceſſarily muſt be; you, with your 


aſſociates, are reſtleſs in ſeeking to explode 


them. But for what good purpoſe ? Will 
our condition hereafter, if we renounce 
them, be the better, or the more ſecure ? 
This cannot be upon your principles, be- 
cauſe opinions and principles with you 
ſignify uſt nothing. Virtuous conduct is 
all; which, you know, if I may be allowed 


with modeſty ſo to ſpeak, abounds to the 


F 3. full, 


[ 0 1 


full, as much amongſt the orthodox al 


amongſt new ſchemers in religion. Our 
enemies themſelves, therefore, being 
Judges, no barm can ever happen to us, 
(though ever ſo execrably orthodox) whilſt 
we are, in fact, followers of that which 
1s good. 


But their end may be Weib! indeed, 


who embrace your more rational chriſtian- 
ity. For, if it ſhould at laſt be found a 
truth, that no nan can come to the Father, 
but by Feſus the way if, except men eat his 
fleſh, and drink his blood, verily there is no 
 hife in them—it he, who preaches any other 


goſpel than Paul preached, is to be held 


accirſed ; what, upon this ſuppoſition, will 


be the latter end of new ſchemers? The 
ſuperiority, therefore, in every view, is on 
our fide. For, ſhould your figments, as we 
mult call them, prove true, moral charac- 
ter will be our invulnerable armour, as well 
as yours; and our good works loſe not one 
Jot of their brightneſs or their merit. But, 


if we are of the truth, your boaſted virtues 


will be found, under all their fine colour- 
ings, ſour grapes; and your free principles, 


oppolition to /e doctrine winch 1s according 


to Godlineſs; a proud contention with and 
diſobedience to revealed truth. 

Or, does unfeigned love for the practice 
of virtue, kindle the zeal which you, with 
your aſſociates, exert againſt orthodoxy ? 
in this reſpect alſo, your free principles 

: 2 can 
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can do us no manner of good, unleſs in 
your dictionary, virtue means (which few 
will dare avow) ſomething better than obe- 
dience to the precepts of Jeſus. Becauſe 
our obedience to them, will and muſt bear 
proportion to our love of his name; and 
our love, to the ſenſe upon our minds of 
obligation to him; and our ſenſe of obli- 
gation, to our knowledge of his love for 
us, of his perſonal excellencies, and the 
benefits we receive at his hands. But your 
rational chriſtianity robs his perſon of ſu- 
preme Divinity, denies the atoning virtue 


of his blood, and all communication of 


ſpiritual bleſſings from him to his church. 
It leaves us nothing more indebted to him, 
than for bearing a faithful teſtimony to the 
truth; which, if he had not done, he muſt 


have been a baſe coward, and could not 


have been ſaved himſelf—for publiſhing 


the reſurrection to eternal life, of which 
he was himſelf an inſtance ; but contribu- 
ting no more to our gaining the poſſeſſion 
of it by his merits, than any other confeſ- 
ſor of the truth. What is this, but to an- 
nihilate, in a manner, every idea of Jeſus, 
as our benefactor? Of conſequence, to di- 
miniſh all ſenſe of his love, till it can pro- 
duce no firm attachment to him. Whereas 


the orthodox repreſentation of the love of 


Chriſt to ſinners, and their debt of grati- 
tude in return, has a conſtraining force. 
There is in the love of Chriſt, thus repre- 

F 4 ſented, 
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ſented, a length, and breadth, and height, 
and depth, which paſs knowledge, and de- 
lightfully engage every power and faculty 
in his ſervice. 

Or, muſt the orthodox dodrines be ex- 
ploded, that, upon the free ſcheme, we 
may more firmly believe the chriſtian re- 
ligion is from Gop? This intended effect 
will! alſo fail; becauſe thoſe, who are 
ſound in the faith, enjoy internal, ſpiritual 
demonſtration of thoſe truths, which mi- 
racles and prophecies externally atteſt. 
For the Holy Ghoſt, the comforter, the 
ſpirit of 1 18 promiſed; and, whether 
you believe it or no, gives knowledge of 
the certainty of the words of truth. 

| Beſides, orthodox doctrine is permanent, 
and, like the Gop who reveals it, changes 
not. From the beginning to this hour, the 
generation of the faithful have had, for 
ſubſtance, one and the ſame creed. Thus 
Enoch, the ſeventh from Adam, propheſied, 
ſaying, Behold, the LoRD cometh with ten 
thouſands of his ſaints, to execute judgment 
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly 
among ft them, of all their ungodly deeds, and 
of all their hard ſpeeches which ungodly fin- 
ners have ſpoken againſt him. 

From this paſſage, we are led to con- 
clude, old Encch was as orthodox, as good 
Mr. Henry himſelf; and by calling Jeſus 
THE Lokb, and the armies of the ſaved 
Jus faints, and denouncing his vengeance, 


2.2 not 


E 
not only againſt ungodly deeds, but hard 


ſpeeches againſt himſelf (that is, from op- 
poſition to his glory, and contempt of his 
perſon, work, and office) we can allo ſee, 
in this moſt ancient preacher, all the en- 
thuſiaſm of the orthodox, and all their 
preſent bigotry: which proves no ſmall 
confirmation, that we are of the truth. 

But, ſhould your attempts ſucceed, fare- 
well all fixed and certain principles. You 
would leave us no more foundation for 
faith to reſt on, than there is for a ſolid 
body in the vacant air. Becauſe, you teach 
us, the religious wiſdom of one generation 
will ever be folly in the next. That Locke, 
Clarke, and Hoadley, who have gained, you 
tell us, immortal reputation by their free- 
dom of thinking, held Articles of faith, 
unſcriptural and abſurd—and you do not 
doubt, but what you yourſelf profeſs in re- 
ligion (quantus, quantus es!) wiſer potterity 
will reject with equal diſdain. Efay, p p- 
144, 145. 

Thus every religious tenet, like earth- 
born beauty, boaſts but the triumph of a 
day. What poſſibility upon this ſcheme 
of any thing better than painful perplexity 
about matters of infinite moment, it there 
be ſuch a thing, as miſtaking the way to 
life? What a fine encouragement to em- 
brace your principles, in which this is the 
only thing certain, that we ſhall be Ie a 
wave of the ſea, driven by every wind and 
ed, till we enter into eternity! 


[94 -] 

Or, will our ideas of the perfections of 
Cop, be more exalted, if we renounce or- 
thodoxy, toembrace your rational chriſtiani- 
ty? This is, indeed, always the plauſible 
pretence, and conſtant boaſt of new ſche- 
mers in religion, but without ground. For 
how is it pothible to honour Gop more (I 
mean the Gop of the Bible) than by abhor- 
ring even the thought of being wiſe above 
what he has cauſed to be written of him- 
ſelf, and of his perfections?— Than by 
ſearching his own word, as for hid treaſure, 
perfectly acquieſcing in its infallible autho- 
rity ?!—T han by cordially confeſſing, to the 
perpetual mortification of pride and ſelf- 
love, that every good and perfect gift cometh 
down jrom above?—Than by allowing the 
law of Gop ig holy, and the commandment 
holy, and juſt, and good in its utmoſt de- 
mands ? So that theleaſt offence againſt it, 
can never be pardoned, without an ever- 
laſting demonſtration on God's part, and 
an acknowledgement on ours, of its infinite 
demerit--That, to opena way for this grace, 
Gop /o loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, to the end, that all who be- 
lieve on him, ſhould not periſh, but have eter 
nal hfe? _ 5 

Can grander ideas of the majeſty, mercy, 
juſtice, purity, wiſdom, and law of IJ EHo- 
VAH enter into the heart of man? Com- 
pare with theſe ideas, what your more ra- 
tional chriſtianity would have us believe 
REN: With 


„ 
With the notion, that Go little regards 
what ſort of religious ſentiments we enter- 
tain—With the notion, that the faculty of 
reaſon in man, is, of itſelf, ſufficient to de- 


termine what it becomes JEHovaHn to re- 


veal of himſelf, his councils, and his way 
of ſaving his rebellious creatures— With 
the notion, that men merit the reward of 
heaven by their good works, have power to 


ſave themſelves, and by repentance tomake 
ample amends for whatever they have done 


againſt Gop—With the notion, that fin is 


the inevitable effect of the imperfection of 


the creature; for which, therefore, to ſup- 
poſe atonement neceſlary, or the curſe of 


the law incurred, is unmanly and illiberal 


— With thenotion, that the Old Teſtament 
contains obſolete ſtatutes, with which we 
have little or nothing to do, — That the 
apoſtles themſelves, as far as we know, 
had no expreſs orders to write any thing 
That what chriſtianity really is, has never 
yet been underſtood; but much latent im- 
piety and diſguiſed idolatry, from the 
beginning, and now amongſt the reformed, 
have been practiſed, as parts of it. 


Do theſe ideas reflect any honour upon 


Gop, and his written word? From theſe 
conſiderations, it is evident, that were the 
more rational chriſtianity you ſo violently 
contend for, eſtabliſhed upon the ruins of 
orthodoxy, our condition hereafter would 
neither be ſafer, nor better; nor our life 

here 


„ 
here more virtuous; nor our perſuaſion of 
the truth of the chriſtian faith, ſo cer- 
tain; nor our ideas of the majeſty and per- 
fection of the ever-bleiſed God, ſo exalted. 

Behold, then, the abſolute inutility of 
this boaſted new ſcheme of chriſtianity, 
compared with orthodoxy, which it is de- 
ſigned to overthrow | 

Befides, we are bound to oppoſe your 
more rational chriſtianity, not only on ac- 
count of its iinutility in the ſeveral import- 
ant particulars already mentioned; but as 
a ſcheme which, like the marble-hearted 
prieſt in the parable, 0% upon the wound- 
ed, yet leaves it to others to pour wine and 
oil into their wounds, In proof of this let it 
be conſidered, how great is the number of 
the chief ſinners, who could each expreſs 
the horrors of his awakened conſcience in 
the poet's words; 


«© Iam | poſſeſſed 

« With whitwinds; ad each guilty thought's to me 
& A dreadful hurricane although the centre 
Labour to bring forth earthquakes, and hell open 
& Her wiilc-{tretcht jaws, and let out all her furies, 
« They cannot add an atom to the mountain 

« Of fears and terrors, which each minute threaten 
&« To fall on my accurſed head. 


Now, fir, what remedy does your new 
ſcheme of religion afford in this dreadful 
caſe? Will you attempt to cure, or to alle- 
viate theſe pangs, by talking to ſuch of- 
fenders about the mercies of the Father of 
the univerſe? of his natural placability and 


the 
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the all- ſufficient merit of repentance ? Will 
you labour to appeaſe their enraged con- 
ſcience, by telling them (where your 
ſcheme, with many terminates) that future 
puniſhment and wrath in Gop againſt fin, 
is a mere bugbear? You can do no more. 
Yet all this will not adminiſter the leaſt 
degree of relief: becauſe, upon theſe very 


free principles, their preſumption, in gra- 


tifying their vile luſts, was founded. 
« Tuſh! faid they, there ſhall no harm 
« happen unto us. Is there knowledge in the. 
e moſt High? Cannot we repent when we 
« will, and by repentance entitle ourſelves 
ce to his favour?” 

I appeal to every man, who has ever 
been applied to by profligate offenders, 


under terrors of conſcience, whether theſe 
notions (nearly the ſum and ſubſtance of 
your rational chriſtianity) did not em- 
bolden them in their wickedneſs? But 


now, ſuch infidelity, in ſpite of themſelves, 


is fled. Conſcience will be heard: and de- 
ſpair, the natural conſequence of a lively 


ſenſe of guilt without an atonement, is 


coming upon them like an armed man. 
Where is pity? Where is humanity ik 
we do not cry out, 1s there no balm in #5 i 
lead? Is there no phyſician there? Yes, in 
the orthodox {ſcheme there is. Like the 
compaſſionate Samaritan, it addreſſes ſuch 
wounded ſpirits in the language of tender- 
eſt mercy and boundleſs love, It teaches 


us 
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us to lead them to the Prince of peace, 
whoſe character, work, and office, they 
have never underſtood ;—to prove to them 
that in his obedience and death, there is a 
rational, a moſt certain ground of hope, for 
all, even the moſt miſerable, who apply 
to him. We can chear their deſponding 
minds by precedents, on divine record, of 
the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tri- 
umphing in the pardon of ſinners, in cir- 
cumſtances to the full as deſperate as their 
own: and, with all authority, aſſure them, 
that the efficacy of the Redeemer's blood 
is as mighty, to this hour; for it c/eanſes, 
whoever believes, from all ſin. 5 

By this repreſentation, and under ſuch 
views, publicans and harlots now, as in 
the days of his fleſh, draw nigh to Jeſus. 
And, captivated by this ſuperabounding 
grace, join themſelves to his church; are 
filled with peace and joy in believing; be- 
come new creatures, and are fruitiul in 
good works. In the wilderneſs, to uſe the 
ſacred image of this heaven-wrought 
change, waters break forth, and ftreams in 
the deſart; the parched ground becomes a 
pool, and the thirſty land, ſprings of water. 

And were we to affirm, that thouſands, 
ſaved by the all-victorious name of Jeſus 
from the utmoſt profligacy of manners, 
now ſhine ſtriking examples of every 
chriſtian temper; we ſhould affirm what 
the bittereſt foes to orthodoxy cannot 
gainſay. As 


I 
As advocates, therefore, in behalf of 
thoſe who, alas! have been unrighteous, or 
whoremongers, or adulterers, or thieves, 
or covetous, or blaſphemers of Chriſt; 


and, in general, of all whoſe crimes are 


as red as ſcarlet; that they may not grow 
deſperate under the diſmaying thought, 
that their wound is incurable, we ſtand forth, 
and, by the help of Gop, to our laſt breath 
will maintain the orthodox doctrine : be- 
cauſe, in theſe deplorable caſes, all other 1 18 
as a phyſician of no value. 

Not that infamous ſinners make up half 
the number of thoſe, whoſe awakened 
minds, a ſenſe of ſin and apprehenſions of 
wrath, diſturb. Many, in high eſteem for 
their good manners, much admired, and 
who ſtrive to live a chriſtian life, are very 
miſerable from a conſtant view of their 
manifold ſins and great deficiencies in point 
of duty. This, I know, is always imputed 
by the careleſs world, to /owneſs of ſpirits, 
weakneſs of mind, or ſome corporal infir- 
mity, when the blame cannot be laid upon 
ſome miſchievous, fanatic teacher. Where- 
as this uneaſineſs is the neceſſary effect of 
a great concern for ſalvation, till the know- 
ledge of the Lord, by whom we are juſti- 
fied, 1s received. 'The evil which the beſt 
of men have done, and the evil which they 
feel being very great, mult create fears, as 
ſoon as they are honeſt enough to try them- 
{elves by the word of Gop. Hence biſhop 

Sherlock 
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Sherlock very juſtly obſerves, vol. I. p. 55. 
That in a religion which is barely a rule 
« of life, there is NOTHING to comfort and 
« ſupport the mind againſt the horrors of 
„ guilt.” Yet your new ſcheme of religion 
diſclaims every thing more than this. It is 
but @ bare rule of life, enforced by the 
revelation of a happy reſurrection for them 
who approve themſelves, by their virtues, 
to Gop. But how much this requires, 
with how many evil actions and bad temp- 
ers this may conſiſt, there is no poſſibility 
of knowing. Conſequently, all perſons, 
deeply impreſſed with concern for their 
ſalvation, muſt live and die in diſmal per- 
plexity, unlets they can be perfectly ſatis- 
fied, they indeed do as well as they ought, 
and as much as Gop will or ſhould require 
of them. A proud, deteſtable imagination! 
which no one, endued with a ſingle grain 
of ſincerity, can ever embrace. So long, 
therefore, as a proper degree of earneſtneſs 
to obtain the favour of Gop prevails in our 
hearts, our caſe, upon your principles, do 
what we can, mult be miſerable. For, as 
the ſcripture affirms, he bed of our own 
virtue in which we would find repoſe, zs 
ſhorter than that a man can ſtretch himſelf on 
it, and the covering of our own righteouſ- 
neſs, narrower than that he can wrap him 
ſelf in it. | 

Whereas the goſpel, according to the 
orthodox ſyſtem, provides an all-ſufficient 
5 relief: 
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relief: for therein is revealed the righteouſs 
neſs of GoD, which is unto all, and upon all 
them that believe, without any difference. 
Through the knowledge of this moſt per- 
fe& righteouſneſs and heavenly gift, the 
inevitable ſenſe of great pollution, in all 
perſons truly awakened, ceaſes to torment ; 
even whilſt it more and more humbles the 
foul and exalts the grace of Gop, which 
provided the ineftimable bleſſing.— As 
friends, therefore, to the peace of thoſe 
who defire to be at peace with Gop, we 
muſt be zealous to maintain the i coo 
of orthodoxy. 

Further; we oppoſe your more rational 
chriſtianity, becauſe it tends greatly to ex- 
aſperate the mind in the hour of tribula- 
tion. For, according to this ſcheme, men 


have no inbred depravity to confeſs, and, 
unleſs their conduct has been infamous, 


have done little evil to convince them that 
they deſerve to feel the ſcourge. On the 

contrary, if they can but zmagme they have 
acted their part well (which ſelf-love 
prompts all to think, who are not offenders 
to an high degree) they are taught to che- 
Tiſh a conſciouſneſs of their own merit. 
Poſſeſſed with this ſelf- complacency, they 
can be in very good humour with divine 
Providence, ſo long as their proſperity con- 
tinues; but it excites murmurings, and, 
often, impious accuſations againſt Gop, 


G whenever 


1 
whenever his hand lies heavy upon them. 
Becauſe ſevere afflictions brought upon 
men, in their own eyes almoſt irreproach- 
able, muſt appear like executing upon the 
innocent, the penalties of law incurred 
only by the a. Seeing, therefore, na 
proportion between their offences and their 
ſufferings, they muſt feel, in the moſt 
pungent degree, vexation of ſpirit; unleſs 
ſteeled by a ſtoical apathy, againſt the im- 
preſſions of external evil, the caſe of but 
very few. Hence, when men are reduced 
at once from wealth to poverty ; ; or from 
receiving honour, in the capacity of a maſ- 
ter, to be indebted even for employment, as 
a ſervant, upon the ſhock of an unexpect- 
ed diſappointment, where the whole ſoul 
was athirſt for ſucceſs; or the loſs of their 
chiefeſt joy, after which the world appears 
a deſart; in ſuch inſtances, enraged at 
what they judge their undeſerved fate, they 
are inſtigated to deſtroy a life, become in- 
tolerable to their haughty ſpirit. And, 
indeed, as if conſcious that free principles 
can do nothing to aſſuage the anguiſh 
which deſperately impels to this cata- 
ſtrophe, it is common to hear many who 
eſpouſe them, openly plead for the law- 
fulneſs of ſuicide. : 
But, when the principles of orthodoxy 
are cordially embraced, all this miſery is 
ente. By them the heart is prepared 
for 


. 7 
for the heavieſt croſs; and covered, as with 
armour of proof, in the day of trial. Come 
what will, it muſt, upon our principles, 
be infinitely leſs than our guilt. I vill bear 
the indignation of the Lord, is the chriſ- 
tian's reply upon the firſt riſings of impa- 
tience, becauſe I have finned againſt him. 
Shall a man complain, a living man, for the 
puniſhment of his fins? Can he who feels 
his deſert of the bittereſt pains of eternal 
death, reſent any N gh correction as too 
ſevere? Impoſſible! Whilſt pride, there- 
fore, inſpired by a conſciouſneſs of virtue, 
according to the new ſcheme, inflames the 
wound of deep affliction, till diſtraction of 
mind enſues, or ſtrangling is choſen rather 
than life; humility, ſpringing from a tho- 
rough conviction of our own vileneſs, ac- 
_ cording to the orthodox ſyſtem, bows the 
will in humble acknowledgements before 
the Lord, and lays the mouth in the duſt. 
It teaches them to give their cheek to him 
that ſmiteth them, and fills them with 
ſelf-reproach. By this means they are 
fortified againſt natural impatience, to bear 
the moſt afflicting reverſe of condition, 
and reap advantage even from calamity it- 
ſelf. 

What an irreparable 1 injury, therefore, 
ſhould we ſuffer, who ſtand every moment 
expoſed to a variety of afflictions, were 
we ſeduced to give up orthodoxy ; which 
2 alone 


L 84 Þ 
alone inſtructs us how to be abaſed and how 
to abound, how to be hungry, and even to 
ſuffer need. Sooner put the ſoldier in the, 
heat of the battle, ſtripped of his ſword: 
and buckler. 

Once more: Benevolence and compaſ= 
fon to the poor and ignorant, excite our 
zeal againſt your rational chriſtianity, and 
in defence of orthodoxy. For no other 
ſcheme of religion can do them any good. 
The perſon and work of Chriſt, being 
diſplayed in the word of reconciliation, by 
his faithful teachers, even the moſt illite- 
rate, are able to underſtand. This, in a 

compendious way, gives them the know- 
ledge of themſelves, of fin, of the divine 
law, and of Gop himſelf. It places be- 
fore their love, gratitude, hope, and fear, 
(the ſtrongeſt of our paſſions) an obje& 
ſuited moſt powerfully to affect them. 
The relation of the voluntary and deep 
abaſement of the Son of Gop; of his com- 
plicated ſufferings and bitter death; of his 
unexampled victory and God-like tri- 
umph; of his eſſential glory and un- 
able love to periſhing ſinners;— 
= relation of thoſe great things of the 
Spirit of Gop, creates the moſt pleaſing 
ſenſations in their breaſts. And the teach- 
ing theſe truths by facts, gives them a 
reality and ſubſtance, on which the un- 


educated poor can firmly build their faith; 
whilſt 
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. | 
hilft the maxims of philoſophy, or any : 


chain of arguments logical, prove much 


too ſubtle for their intellects, and too lit- 


tle intereſting to fix their attention. I 
may add, that whilſt all the ſpiritual good 
they are exhorted to ſeek after, is aſcer- 
tained by plain, poſitive promiſes in the 
Bible; and every evil they are ſolemnly 
warned to ſhun, proved by expreſs prohi- 


bitions from the mouth of the Lord of 


Hoſts, every man's conſcience is affected 
in the ſight of Gop. 

Thus we are aſſured, when Jeſus him- 
ſelf preached, the common people judi- 
ciouſly diſtinguiſhed the excellency of his 
manner, by the feelings of their hearts. 
For he taught them, they ſaid, as one having 
authority; that is, by poſitive promiſes, de- 
clarations, and threatenings; and not as the 
Scribes, by arguments and deductions, un- 
inforced by the word of GoD.— After the 
aſcenſion of Chriſt, the poor crowded to 
hear the apoſtles, for the ſame reaſon. And, 
ſo mighty was their word, that even „aver, 
who, like cattle, were bought and ſold, 
aſtoniſhed philoſophers by the grace of 
Chriſt which dwelt ſo richly in them; and 


made converts to the faith, as is well 


known, even of thoſe who before cor- 
dially diſdained them for their meanneſs 
and their ignorance. And ever ſince, the 
ſame cauſe has conſtantly produced the 

G 3 ſame 
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cruel manner by their paſtors, what mar- 
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ſame effect. No man can ſpeak as the ara- 


cles of Gop, but the poor amongſt the peo- 


ple, wore or leſs, ſhall be made to rejoice 
in the Holy One of Iſrael, as was long 
fince foretold by the mouth of 1/azah. 

But what manner of benefit can the poor 
and illiterate reap from your more rational 
chriſtianity? A religion, which publiſhes 
to them no g/ad tidin go of good things 
no atonement—no remiſſion of ſins—no 
conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt—no divine 
teaching—no power to open the priſon- 
doors, and bring forth the wretched cap- 
tives of fin and Satan, into the gloricusli- 
birty of the Sons of God. What good can 


it do them, to talk about ** moral obliga- 


tion from the fitneſs of things?” to re- 


fer them to © the approbation, or rebukes, 


of their moral ſenſe,” as the great in- 
ducement to do good or abſtain from evil? 
To teach them, that © in regard to duty 
and virtue, the rules and motives are 
© ſounded in, and ariſe cut of their con- 
« ſtitution,“ in ſuch a manner, that a man 
in order to be good, has nothing more to 
do, than to follow his own nature? To 
harangue before them, upon * the plea- 
* ſures of conſcious virtue;” and extol, 
almoſt as much as the diſc ples of Zeno, 

Virum jiſi um, et 1 When the 
poor and the illiterate are treated in this 


vel 


3 
vel is it, if their concluſion in general be, 
That religion was intended for perſons of 
education, not for thoſe who are no ſcholars. 
Thus, fir, I have laid before you ſome 
of the grounds of our attachment to the 
doctrines of the Reformation. Though 
your Addreſs did not immediately lead to 
this, I thought it, nevertheleſs, a proper 
addition to my Remarks. Becauſe, from 


hence many may be undeceived, who are 


taught to look upon the orthodox as bigots 
to doctrines, which, at beſt, are myſterious 


and unimportant. Whereas it is from 


their known, ineſtimable value, and expe- 
rienced uſefulneſs to men, in their preſent 
circumſtances, that we ſo warmly eſpouſe 


them; eſpouſe them, under that general 


contempt into which they are fallen with 


moſt of the learned of fis age; and the 


obloquy we are ſure to meet with, who 
dare to profeſs them. 


From hence, alſo, you may perceive, fir, 


what a very different way you ſhould take 


to cure us of our predilection for this ſame 


orthodoxy, from what you and your bre- 


thren, as far as I can find, have ever uſed. 
You have long enough complimented 
yourſelves, as poſſeſſed of all learning and 
argument; of all candor, benevolence, and 
the moſt refined ideas of the Supreme Be- 


ing; which only excite our ſmiles at your 


modeſty, and the neceſſity you are under of 
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praiſing yourſelves—You have long enough 
taken pains to paint us out, as a parcel 
of ignorant enthuſiaſts, blindly attached to 
the religion of our forefathers, and capable 
of ſwallowing, by wholeſale, any thing 
propoſed under the name of myſtery, from 
a fond paſſion for the marvellous. A pro- 
cedure, which gives us no very favourable 
idea of your candor, and does not ſo much 
as touch the foundation of our creed. You 
have long enough talked of mcumbrances 
and ſuperſtition, in the religion of the more 
ſerious part of proteſtants, and lamented 
you dare not yet publiſh, all that is to 
come out againſt orthodoxy. Inſinuations, 
which are enough, in ſpite of charity it- 
ſelf, to make us believe, you are not a 
whit better than rank Deiſts, at the bot- 
tom. 

But, inſtead of theſe idle, ungenerous 
methods of aſſerting and propagating your 
rational chriſtianity; come to the grand 
point, the 7mportant buſineſs; which, with 
reſpect both to you and myſelf, ought to 
engroſs all our care, and all our labours. 
We are intruſted with the care of the health 
of immortal ſouls, as much as phyſicians are 
with that of the body. And if we, or our 
doctrine, be good for any thing, we have (if 
I may be allowed the expreſſion) patients 
conſtantly making application to us for ad- 
vice and medicine, under their complaints. 


Publiſh, 
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Publiſh, therefore, as benevolent phyſi- 


cians of the body do, what method you 
find effectual to ray ron hope in them, 
who are afraid to ſue for mercy, diſmayed 
by the greatneſs of their ſins: What me- 
thod you take, to promote a /pzrit of love, 
and of power, and of a ſound mind, in thoſe, 
who are conſtantly perplexed, with a ſenſe 
of their miſerable deficiencies and manifold 
corruptions: How you comfort and ſup- 


port thoſe, who are ready to ſink in the 
deep waters of adverſity; and what ſucceſs 
you find amongſt the poor, in diſpelling 


their groſs ignorance, and turning them 
from the evil of their doings. 
Where is ourhumanity? Where our uſes 


fulneſs? Where our honeſty in receiving 


our ſtipends ? if we are not of eminent 
ſervice to the ſouls of men, in theſe ſeve- 
ral caſes. For my own part, I givemy 
vote for an entire ſuppreſſion of all teachers 


in religion, as much as of the order of the 


Yeſuits; if it can be proved, that none un- 
der conviction for ſin, are brought to enjoy 
the love of Gop ; nor thoſe, who are brui/= 
ed, ſet at liberty; ; nor the weary and heavy 
laden, brought to find reſt for their ſouls; 
nor the illiterate and the poor, made wile, 
rich, and happy, by their miniſtrations. 
For divinity, like mathematicks, and na- 
tural philoſophy, unleſs evidently and un- 
deniably applied for the benefit of man- 
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1 
| kind, is all idle ſpeculation; fit for nothing, 
but the amuſement of thoſe who are at eaſe. 
What, therefore, does in fact deliver 
men from a baſe, and deteſtable ſelfiſhneſs 
of ſpirit? from the faſcinating power of 
the things of time and ſenſe? that bewitch 
us to prefer a moment of preſent pleaſure, 
to an eternity of bliſs beyond the grave. 
What faves us from that miſerable ſtate of 
alienation from Gop, anxiety and wretch- 
edneſs, in which the world evidently lies; 
and gives us acceſs to him, and peace and 
joy through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? In a 
word, what makes every inſtance of diſo- 
bedience to Gop appear hateful, and every 
unkind temper towards man lamented and 
effectually oppoſed? The religion, which 
upon experiment is found to produce theſe 
effects, anſwers to the character of the re- 
ligion of Jeſus in the Bible, as face anſwer- 
eth face in the water. 

Now if orthodoxy, like the flaming 
Eljah's addreſs to JEHovan in the pre- 
ſence of all Mael, brings not from above 
this divine fire; I would ſay, from the bot- 
tom of my heart, down with it! down with 
it, even to the ground! But if it does, of 
which irreſiſtible evidence appears, in the 
life and conduct of thouſands who have 
receivedit; you cannot wonder at our zeal 
for ſo good a cauſe, fo beneficent, ſo di- 
vine a ſyſtem. 
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Wiſhing 


5 3 
Wiſhing you, ſir, a rich experience of 
the power of thoſe truths, againſt which 
you fight with an high hand; and that you 


were 


55 


may be made an inſtrument of the moſt 
extenſive uſefulneſs to mankind, by em- 
ploying your zeal, activity, and parts, from 
henceforth, in the ſervice of the beſt of 
Maſters, and the cauſe of the truth, as it is 
in Jeſus, a 


„ | | 85 1 
Your very humble Servant, 


Huddersfield, | 1 
July 7, 1769. TS 
H. VENN. 
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